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            Minister’s Musings 
The Rev. Sara Zimmerman

Hello Everyone,  
First:   This Announcement  
I 'm offering a "Listening 
Workshop" on Saturday, 
August 2, in the sanctuary, 
start ing at 9:00 am and ending 
with a pot luck lunch at noon.   
Everyone is welcome, 
including those who are 
interested in becoming part of 

a larger "Care Team."  Please call the 
church and leave a message if  you are 
coming:  813 988-8188. 
 
During the workshop, I  wi l l  share pastoral 
l istening skil ls that I  learned during my 
chaplaincy training, training required of  al l 
UU ministers.   In addit ion, I  have 
developed some scenarios that 
part ic ipants wi l l act out in the course of  
learning how to pract ice good l istening 
skil ls.   The workshop wil l also answer your 
question, "What do I say when..."?  
 
The Listening Workshop ant ic ipates one of  
my goals for the 2008-2009 year  --   to 
expand the types of  care we are able to 
offer one another in t imes of  grief  and 
i l lness.   In addit ion to the "Listening 
Workshop" on August 2, I ' l l  be looking into 
other churches' models of  care teams and  
parish nurse volunteer teams.  
 
A Second Announcement    
 

The Metropol itan Community Church 
Tampa (MCCT) is of fering a bibl ical 
studies course for academic credit  or 
personal knowledge.   Course t it le:    
Homosexual ity and the Bible.   Course 
Dates and Times:   July 29, 6:00 to 10:00  
pm; Friday, August 1, 6:00 to 10:00 pm; 
Saturday,  August 2, 9:30 to 5:30 pm; and  
Sunday, August 3, 1:30 to 5:30 pm.  
 

 
This course is being offered in partnership 
with several groups, including the Pacif ic 
School of  Religion, one of  my alma maters, 
where I received my Master of  Divinity 
degree.  The Rev. Phyl l is Hunt, pastor at  
MCCT, and I attended there at the same 
t ime.  Small wor ld!    
 
I  support this course offering -- taught by 
Mary Tolbert,  PhD,  an international ly 
recognized scholar of  the New Testament 
who is on the PSR faculty.   You can get 
addit ional information at  this s ite:   
homoclasstolbert2008forweb.npp, or make 
a copy of  the f lyer on the bullet in board at 
church.  
 
Reflections 
 
Well! !  Guess I have class on my mind.   I t 's 
that t ime of  year, and even though I made  
the career switch 10 years ago when I 
ret ired early f rom academe and headed 
west to Berkeley, when I think August, I  
think about c lasses -- which reminds me to 
remind you that we're offering UU 101 
again and soon:   On August 7 and 14, f rom 
7:00 to 9:00 pm.  This class is especial ly 
intended for anyone interested in learning 
about Unitarian Universal ism in general,  
and our church in part icular.   I  provide an 
overview of  UU history and pol ity, invite 
part ic ipants to share, and create 
opportunit ies for you to  get to know each 
other and our staff  and Board leaders.   
Please sign up on the bul let in board at 
church.  
 
Be wel l,  Be happy   
 
 

Rev. Sara 



      

 

Circles In The Woods CUUPS 
By Chris Hendrickx  
 

Circles in the Woods CUUPS (Covenant of 

Unitarian Universalist Pagans)  is a committee 

within the Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa. While 

there is no cost for most of our events,  love donations to 

UUCT are greatly appreciated.  All money goes directly to 

UUCT. 

 

Full Moon Celebrations 

 

We host Full Moon Celebrations on the Saturday closest to the 

Full Moon at 7:30PM followed by shared feasting. This is an 

open family event, so yes, children are welcome! However, 

childcare is not provided, so parents are responsible for the 

care of their children. Donations to help pay for the upkeep of 

the property are welcome!  First-time ritual attendees, those 

interested in Wicca or Paganism, and their families are 

welcomed and encouraged to attend!  You do not have to have 

ritual experience to be part of the Celebration.  We welcome 

all those who come in Perfect Love and Perfect Trust!! 

 

Upcoming Rituals: Join Circles In the Woods CUUPs as they 

welcome The WitchCrafters!!  The WitchCrafters are a newly 

formed group, but don’t let that fool you!  They have public 

ritual experience and we are excited to welcome this new 

group of familiar faces to the Dome for a Spiritual Harvesting 

Ritual celebrating Lammas.  They have a very special evening 

in store – this is one you don’t want to miss!!! 

 

Upcoming Classes: The monthly business meeting is on 

August 4
th

 at 7:00pm.  It will be followed by a class (at 

approximately 7:30pm) on Making Corn Dollies.  We had so 

much fun with this class last year, we decided to have an 

encore!  Come join us as Sirona leads an informative and fun 

workshop, and leave with your very own Corn Dollie.  All are 

welcome.  Suggested donation is $5 – checks made payable to 

UUCT. 

d 
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Friendship dinners 
By Martha Robinson 

Hello one and all...the summer doldrums are upon us or 
so it seems from the response to our friendship dinners.  
 I have not been able to solicit any host for July and it 
looks like August is the same thing.  But Iôm sure with 
the beginning of the new church year 

in September there are people 
who would like to host a dinner 
a dinner in September or 

October or beyond. 
The dinners are a great way to 
get to know other people from 
church in an informal setting. 

Everyone brings food and drinks so thereôs not a big 
outlay of work or expense. 
 
You do not have to be a member of the church to join in. 
 The dinners work this way: They are usually held on the 
second Saturday of the month...but that can be changed 
at the host's request.  The hosts decide how many 
people they can comfortably entertain, and post a sign-
up sheet at the church.  The host is usually responsible 
for the main course but if one of the guests volunteers to 
do  that course, fine.  After the sign-up sheet has been 
filled the host (or I will do this if the host prefers)  will call 
the folks who have signed up find out what each would 
like to bring--Appetizer, salad, veggie side dish, potato, 
rice, bread, wine, dessert, etc., to go along with the main 
course.  Many hosts have had a theme...Mexican, 
Italian, Spanish, Irish, etc.  It is up to you.  You set a time 
and after frantically cleaning house (if you are anything 
like me) you sit back and relax and enjoy a fun evening 
with good conversation and great food.  If you are 
interested in hosting, call me:  Martha Robinson, 813 
985-4777.   
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Tibetan group changes meeting date 
 The Tibetan Buddhist Group is currently meeting 

in the small dome on Thursdays from 7:00 p.m. to 

8:30 p.m. 

 

 Beginning August 6, 2008, the Tibetan Buddhist 

Group will meet in the small dome on Wednesdays 

from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this change, 

you may contact John Dorman at (813) 985-0622 or 

kathi.dorman@gmail.com. 

 
 

 

http://www.uutampa.org/
mailto:Domelight@uutampa.org
mailto:kathi.dorman@gmail.com


      

 

 
Board Bytes 

Mary Francis, Secretary 
 

The summer is almost over and we are looking 
forward to the fall.  In August we will: 
 
End Church Program Year 
Start a new year of RE 
Choir Year Starts 
 
The Board members, who were elected in May 
2008, will begin their three-year term in September, 
and the Board will elect new executive officers.  
Newly-elected board members are:  Rom 
Delacroix, Kathy Hunter, and Diana Stevens.  
 
During August, there will be a Church Council 
meeting to discuss our accomplishments and 
establish goals for the upcoming months.  Watch 
for the date and plan to attend. 
 
The capital campaign for our new building is 
making progress.  By the time this newsletter has 
been produced, we will have selected the architect.  
The capital campaign plan has a fast and furious 
timeline.  To keep everyone current on the capital 
campaign, the status will be discussed every month 
at ñConversations with the Boardò held on the last 
Sunday of every month.  Plan to stay after church 
and attend! 
 
For more detailed information, please see the most 
recent copy of the approved board meeting minutes 
posted in a binder under the bulletin board in the 
hallway, or ask any Board member. 
 

         d  

 

YOU ARE INVITEDé 
to join with caring members of the UUCT 
community, to plan how we can better serve 
those in our church needing help in the coming 
church year. Come share your ideas and 
volunteer your talents, or just come to learn 
what we do.  The CARE committee will meet 
Sunday, August 24 at 12:30.  Bring your lunch; 
beverages and dessert will be provided.  For 
information call Joyce Formica, 988-1907. 
 
 
 
 

 

Spaghetti Dinner and Family 
Game Night Aug. 15 
       On Friday, Aug. 15, we'll have the fourth annual 

Spaghetti Dinner and Family Game Night at 6 p.m. At 7 

p.m., Bill Blymiller will give a brief sermon on the Flying 

Spaghetti Monster. 

        The suggested donation is $8 for adults and $5 for 

children older than 5, with a maximum of $20 per family. 

It would be great if people could bring 

desserts. If you'd like to help, just 

message me or Judy Lehman. 

The money raised will go into 

our general fund.  

         Bobby Henderson, a young man with a physics 

degree, started the Flying Spaghetti Monster movement 

as a challenge to intelligent design. He's no t against 

religion, he says, but he opposes "religion posing as 

science. ... Dogma is bad for everyone." 

        "If thereôs a God, and heôs intelligent, then I would 

guess he has a sense of humor. And how do you know 

He is NOT a Flying Spaghetti Monster?" Henderson 

asks. 

        Read more about him and other Pastafarians at 

http://www.venganza.org/ 

 

Board time change Announcement: 
 
The Board of Trustees of the Unitarian Universalist 

Church has changed the time for their meetings.  The 

meetings are on the third Thursday of the month at 6:00 

PM at the Church.  Anyone is welcome to come and 

observe the meetings.  The last Sunday of the month 

after church at 12:15 PM is a time for Conversation with 

the Board by all interested parties. 

We discuss the last Board meeting and any other items 

brought up at the meeting.  We are adding an update by 

the Capital Campaign Committee to the discussion so 

the congregation can be informed of the progress being 

made.  So, come and talk with us.   

Diana Stevens,  

President of the Board of Trustees of UUCT  

 

 
 



      

 

 

Follow your pathéFind your center  
By Pat Benedict 

                                                                                                     
Can you believe how time flies?   Here we are in the middle of summer 
and the Stewardship committee is already gearing up and moving toward 
our annual Stewardship Drive.   You may remember that last year we 
gathered at cottage meetings hosted by members of our church.  In these 

meetings we talked about the church, and our annual program budget.   
 
As you may or may not know, this year Jamie Hendrickx has taken on the job of Stewardship Chair.   Fran 
Davin, Ara Rogers and Pat Benedict are also helping her with the implementation of the drive.  The drive will 
run from Oct. 5-Oct. 17. 
 
Once again we will do the Sunday Brunch to kick-off our Stewardship Drive.  It will be on Sunday, Oct. 5 
following the Sunday Service.   Save the Date! 
 
Last year we assigned people to the cottage meetings either by interest or by geographical region.  And last 
year we heard from you that you wished you had the opportunity to choose the meeting you wanted to attend. 
We heard you.  Thatôs exactly what we are doing this year.  The sign-up sheets will be posted on the bulletin 
board at church on Sept. 7 and will only be there until Sept. 21st. 
 
So you can consult your calendar ahead of time and know which you would like to sign up for when you are at 
church, the hosts and dates of meetings are listed below: 
 
Thursday, Oct. 9: Pam Betts and Rod Martin  
                               Joan Lund and Gene Pizzo  
Friday, Oct. 10:    Diana Stevens and Grant Wilson 
                               Rev. Sara 
Saturday, Oct. 11 Tempie Taudte and Jay Hall  
Monday, Oct. 13   Harriet and Bill Blymiller 
Tuesday, Oct. 14  Martha Robinson . 
 
If you know you wonôt be at church during Sept. you may email Jamie Hendrickx at Jamie@chrisandjamie.net 
or Pat Benedict at ptbenedict@gmail.com to let us know what meeting youôd like to attend.    
 
If you donót sign up we will then assign you to a meeting based on space available.  So if you have a 
preference, please take the time to let us know.  
  
If you are interested in helping with the stewardship drive in any capacity, please contact Jamie or Pat.  
 
This is an exciting time in our church. Come, Find your Center. 
 
 
 
 
Useful UU websites and news groups  
 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa:  http://groups.yahoo.com/subscribe/UUTampa  
UUCT Social Justice:  uuctsocialaction-subscribe@yahoogroups   
UUCT Worship Committee: UUCT_WorshipCommittee-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
Circles in the Woods CUUPS: CIW_CUUPS-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  
UUCT Green Group:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/UUCTGreenGroup 

mailto:Jamie@chrisandjamie.net
mailto:ptbenedict@gmail.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/subscribe/UUTampa
http://mc564.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=UUCT_WorshipCommittee-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
http://mc564.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=CIW_CUUPS-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/UUCTGreenGroup


      

 

 Green Fun  

Kathi Dorman of 

the Green 

Group  

As a new school year 

begins, there is a focus 

on our children.  What can 

we do to help our children become good stewards of 

the earth and to appreciate our planet?  There are no 

simple answers, but it is important that we develop 

proper attitudes early.  Kids usually respond to 

meaningful experiences best. 

 

Some fun activities are: 

 

1. Visit Lowry Park Zoo and enjoy the 

animals. 

2. Go to the beach and collect seashells. 

3. Visit MOSI and see the dinosaur exhibit 

and the butterfly garden. 

4. Take a nature walk at a park. 

5. Go on a bike ride in a scenic 

neighborhood. 

6. Have a picnic by a beautiful river or lake. 

7. At night, go outside and gaze at the stars, 

moon, and other heavenly objects. 

8. Plant a new tree or a garden. 

9. Put a new birdfeeder in the backyard and 

see who comes to eat. 

10. Find a pond with ducks and feed the 

ducks. 

During these activities, kids will develop a love for 

our earth and have many opportunities to discuss 

green ideas.  They will grow up with a respectful and 

caring attitude for life and the knowledge necessary 

to sustain our planet.  

 

 
Chair Yoga Aug. 16 
Grant Wilson will teach chair yoga on Saturday, August 16th at 

10:00 AM at the church.  

For those who purchased this at the Auction in December, it is 

free. For those who would like to join us the cost is$10 to be 

paid to the church. Grant teaches Beginning Yoga and has 

offered this special class to people who do not want to lie on 

the floor. It is also good for those who want to do Yoga in 

their chairs at work/computer to relax and stretch.  A 

handout of postures will be given to participants for 

future reference. 

TV scholar to give sermon & talk 
 

                     By Suzie Siegel 

I'm a great fan of TV shows by Joss Whedon, as well as 

the new and improved "Battlestar 

Galactica." I read about scholar 

David Lavery speaking elsewhere 

about issues of religion in TV 

shows, and I emailed him about 

coming to our church. I'm thrilled 

that he agreed to speak Aug. 10. 

         I'm also thankful that Diana Stevens and Grant 

Wilson have offered him home hospitality. 

         I hope people will turn out to hear Dr. Lavery. I 

promise he will be informative and entertaining, even if 

you haven't seen these TV shows. I heard him speak in 

June when I attended the Slayage conference in 

Arkansas. 

I'm putting together the Aug. 10 church service around 

words and music from Whedon's shows "Buffy the 

Vampire Slayer," "Angel" and "Firefly." 

Dr. Lavery will give a sermon titled: ñI think I was in 

heavenô: Joss Whedon's Atheist Faith.ò  

Whedon has said: ñI'm a very hard-line, 

angry atheist, yet I am fascinated by the 

concept of devotion.ò 

    At 3, Dr. Lavery will give a talk titled 

ñIn the Name of Gods:  Monotheism 

and Polytheism in 'Battlestar Galactica.' ò 

He chairs film and television studies at Brunel University 

in London and is co-editor of Slayage: The Online 

International Journal  of Buffy Studies. He is the author 

or editor of 12 books on TV, including "Fighting the 

Forces: Whatôs at Stake in 'Buffy the Vampire  

Slayer,' " "Finding 'Battlestar Galactica' " and the 

upcoming "Joss Whedon, Wonder Boy." For more 

information, see www.davidlavery.net. 

 

 

d 

 

Thank you 
Thank you to the Ybor City History Museum for donating 

30 metal folding chairs to the Unitarian Universalist 

Church of Tampa. 

 

 

 

http://www.davidlavery.net/


      

 

HOPE Happenings 

Hillsborough Organization for Progress & Equality 

By Carol Partington 

UUCTôs 2008 HOPE Support Drive was a success! Although 

we did not quite reach our goal, we did exceed last yearôs total. 

Our church members and friends 

invested $4,020 in HOPE! Over 41 

individuals and couples participated 

(that is how many receipts I wrote). 

Remember HOPE welcomes your 

investments throughout the year, but the 

support drive is the only time we ask for your investments. A 

great big thanks to everyone who made this yearôs drive 

successful! 

Our next step is the Fall listening process. This is how we 

engage members in listening and relationship building 

processes to identify and address community problems. This is 

a great opportunity to get to know your fellow UUôs and to be 

involved in social justice through HOPE. The training for the 

listening process will be held Monday, August 25 at 6:30 pm. 

Last year, we conducted house meetings, this year the focus 

will be one-to-ones. Please mark this date on your calendar 

and let your HOPE team know youôd like to attend. The 

location will be announced later.  

And one more date to mark on your calendar, October 27 at 

6:30 pm. This will be HOPEôs 20th Anniversary Convention! 

This is when we prioritize the problems that have surfaced in 

the Listening Process. Plan to be there! 

d 

 

UUA Trustee Tidbits 

                     By Joan Lund 

 
A good UU friend suggested since I frequently travel 

and seem to be refreshed and renewed following being 

away from home, I write about the benefits of taking 

trips. So I offer thoughts, some mine, and some from 

others regarding what travel offers for my soul. Travel 

has given me an opportunity to relax and de-stress, and 

has decreased burnout. Travel is much more than 

walking among the monuments and ruins found around 

the world. It continues to be an opportunity to connect 

and discover what is best about the world. Travel has 

enriched my life; spread prosperity a bit, helped dissolve 

political barriers, promoted in some small way 

international good will, and has brought excitement and 

change to my life. Hopefully travel has religiously 

broadened my perspectives, erased boundaries I think I 

don’t have but probably do, and has encouraged 

diversity. Travel has opened me up to values and ways 

of living that are at once unfamiliar and illuminating. 

 

Each travel experience is unique in itself, and a powerful 

engine of change. There are discoveries to be made, be 

they personal, cultural, geographical, or enriching 

knowledge of our world. Encountering persons of 

different cultures is exciting and has helped widen my 

horizons. I offer some quotes from fellow travelers, my 

favorite is the final one: 

“Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-

mindedness” – Mark Twain 

“One’s destination is never a place, but a new way of 

seeing things.” – Henry Miller 

“To my mind, the greatest reward and luxury of travel is 

to be able to experience everyday things as if for the first 

time, to be in a position in which almost nothing is so 

familiar that it is taken for granted.” – Bill Bryson 

You may be asking where personal 

travel fits in to our UU congregational 

community, and how it relates to UUA 

Trustee work. May not, in the latter 

but what if all of us who have the good 

fortune to be able to visit places others 

cannot, shared our experiences with the 

children and youth in our congregations as part 

of the Religious Education program. We need great RE 

content in the summer, too. Even though the tempo 

shifts summer Sundays are a great time to organize 

activities for which there isn’t time during the rest of the 

church year. My experience in working with children as 

a teacher for many years found their curiosity always 

present for learning about children of different cultures 

and places. Having congregation members share travel 

experiences, with discussion and activities that relate to 

them might be a good way to structure the summer 

program. 

No matter what your summer life may be I wish you 

well and hope you are finding time to relax in whatever 

mode you find enriching and desirable. I look forward to 

hearing from you at jlund@uua.org with your thoughts 

and comments. 

   

 

 

 

mailto:jlund@uua.org


      

 

REflections 
By Katie Culbert, 

Director of Religious Education for children and youth  

 

Recently I attended the General Assembly of the 

Unitarian Universalist Association in Fort Lauderdale, 

Florida.  Four days of worship, workshops, and 

wondering.  What was I wondering, you ask?  Why the 

heck aren’t more families attending our AWESOME UU 

Church!  General Assembly was such an amazing 

experience and my faith and commitment to growing 

Unitarian Universalism was set on FIRE!  We are so 

blessed to have a UU community that allows us the 

freedom to worship in a loving, welcoming space and 

that is dedicated to raising compassionate Unitarian 

Universalists who are changing the world!     

 

While at GA I attended many workshops, one of which 

explored ways to create a more family friendly church. 

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa already 

provides several family friendly activities including 

intergenerational events geared toward fun and 

fellowship, regular mailings to families about Religious 

Education/church happenings and lifespan services that 

contain kid-friendly hymns and active ritual/story.  

Additional activities that a family-friendly church may 

offer include a mid-week mini-worship followed by a 

meal and an activity, seminars hosted annually on topics 

such as marital enrichment or parenting skills, small 

tables and chairs available with snacks during 

Hospitality Hour (coffee hour), and providing childcare 

at all events at the church (Canvass dinner, 

congregational meetings, adult RE classes, choir, etc.)  

 

I truly believe that the Unitarian Universalist Church of 

Tampa is a “family” church and I look forward to 

working with you to make it even more family friendly.   

 

 

 

 

Upcoming dates, mark your calendars 

Aug. 10 RE Teacher orientation, 12:30 p.m., 

lunch provided.  

Aug. 24, RE Cleanup, 12:30 p.m., lunch provided 

Sunday, Aug. 31, RE Registration and open 

house, 10 a.m., breakfast provided 

Sept. 6, Youth Advisor Training in Gainesville 

Sept. 14, First Day of RE class, 11 a.m. to 12:15 

p.m. 

Sept. 20, RE Visioning Workshop in Sarasota 

 

Share Florida  

This is a service of Hillsborough County that helps 

people buy low-cost, nutritious food.  We are all mindful 

that the cost of food is increasing.  This is a 

program to help people out with 

food each month. It is important 

to eat right. Check it out at 

http://shareflorida.org.                                                 

This is a way to buy food at a 

very reduced cost.  You don't 

have to qualify or sign up online.  You just 

go to the site closest to your home and sign up on the 

designated Saturday of the month.  You can get one box 

of food per month for $18 or if you have a larger need, 

you can sign up for multiple boxes.  You then go back 

another designated Saturday and pick up your food.  I 

have friends who do this and say the quality of food is 

excellent - all known brands.  A lot of it is frozen to 

protect product safety but so is a lot of food we buy.   

The site closest to the church is the United Methodist 

Church on Busch Blvd between 50th and 56
th
 streets. 

Also, they are always looking for churches that want to 
sign up to be food distribution sites.  There is not another 
church in our immediate area doing this so this could be 
an excellent opportunity for UUCT to help out in the 
community. We would need 6-8 dedicated people for two 
Saturday mornings a month to get this going. If anyone 
is interested, contact me personally. It could really 
benefit our surrounding neighborhood. 
Diana Stevens 
President, Board of Trustees 

One Place, All Faiths. Creating a 
Caring, Justice-seeking Community 

. . we invite you to join us in our mission and share 

our vision . . . 

 a center for liberal religious education for 
people of all ages 

 a community of caring and committed 
individuals diverse in identity and theology 

 a haven for those seekikng spiritual 
experience 

 a positive force in the commuity for justice 
and equality 

 

http://shareflorida.org/


      

 

The Prez Says 
Diana Stevens 

 
Here it is August again!  

How the year flies by!  

We have had a 

WONDERFUL year with our new minister, Rev. Sara 

Zimmerman.  She has bought a house in the area and we 

look forward to many exciting years with her as our 

minister. The stability of the Church feels good.  The 

many improvements to the church grounds and all the 

hard work we have done to put our best foot forward 

over the last year has all been worth it.  We are a vibrant, 

growing church on the cusp of building a new building 

for Religious Education, meetings and lots of 

possibilities.   

 

Our Board of Trustees has been hard at work making the 

infrastructure of the Church up to date.  There are new 

Policies and Procedures for Committees to help make 

the church a safer and more efficiently run organization.  

There are new By-Laws that have been passed at the 

Congregational Meetings that clarify issues long 

neglected.  At another Congregational Meeting there will 

be more By-Law changes to be discussed.  All of these 

P&P and By-Laws may seem boring but they are very 

important for the safety and health of the church.  

 

The Committees of the Church are working to make 

UUCT an exciting, fun place to be.  They do such a good 

job that you don’t even know how all the things get done 

around here.  But, you are needed to step up and 

participate.  I invite you to attend a meeting of any 

committee and see what fun it is to plan events and get 

things done. Check the website for a listing of all the 

committees.  If there is no specific date listed, email or 

call the chair and ask about the next meeting.     

 

Hope everyone is having a great summer, my husband 

and I sure are.  We have done lots of traveling in our 

new Toyota Prius and really appreciate its high MPG.  

Take care and see you in church.    

Small Ministry Group Evolves 

By Barbara Graham 

When small ministry groups were being re-awakened for 

our UU Tampa back in January 2007, by then Rev. Liz 

Brown, a circle of folks joined to share in “Even Song” 

sessions.  This same small group has weathered time, 

changing faces and formats over the passing months.  

Moving into Even Song II sessions and eventually 

blending in a less structured conversation topic for 

alternating months, this Tuesday night small group was 

ably led by Joan Lund and later co-led with Barbara 

Graham.  Today this small ministry group, now known 

as the “Meaningful Sharing Small Ministry Discussion 

Group” is still evolving, and has developed a covenant 

and mission to use a totally freely flowing 

conversational format to strive to listen deeply to each 

other and to reach beyond the shallow to gain an 

appreciation of each other’s perspective, in a non-

confrontational manner. This conversational format 

allows for comment and interaction in an easy manner, 

which is a bit different from the more tightly structured 

Even Song sessions.  We loved Even Song, but we 

wanted to experience something new –- and so evolution 

snuck up on us.  

Another aspect of our 

different format is sharing the 

role of facilitator, which 

enables each of us to grow 

personally and, to spread out 

the preparation work load.  

While it is not grueling,  

We are excited to be using the Small Ministry 

Discussion Topics found on the UUA website (some of 

which can be by doing a search using “small group 

ministry topics” at the UUA.org main page.  These 

resources house a huge number of prepared discussion 

topics to enable our rotating facilitators a chance to lead 

exciting and inspirational discussions without having to 

recreate the wheel (so to speak).   

We still meet the 2
nd

 Tuesday of each month in 

the Big Dome from 7:00-8:30 p.m., and will be sharing 

snacks as well as perceptive insights, so this group will 

be a lot of fun!  We are opening the group to new 

members through October, so if you are interested in 

intriguing topics and deep conversation, please think 

about joining us.  For more information please see the 

note in the Order of Service, or talk to Bud Clough, 

Carol Partington, Kathi Dorman, Barbara Graham or 

Patricia McCracken. Our next meeting is August 12 – 

hope to see you there! 



      

 

Fundraising Workshop 

Church member Afsaneh Noori and her 

workshop partner Terez Hartmann will 

conduct a “Power of Change- This Time 

I Choose” workshop on Sunday Sept. 

from 2-5 p.m. The event features take-

home tools to support you on your 

change-thriving journey and live “Rock 

My Spirit!” music. All proceeds from 

ticket sales will go to the UUCT.  The price for the event 

will be $25. 

 Asfaneh describes some more about the workshop: 

“Regardless of who we are, where we have been, or 

what we believe, CHANGE is a constant and universal 

experience that affects every single one of us.  Imagine 

how joyful, peaceful, and exciting life could be if we 

learned how to truly THRIVE through change and 

CHOOSE the changes we wish to experience...  

If you are ready to make this your REALITY, then join 

us!” 

 

  

4th Annual Witches 
Masquerade Ball!! 

Mary Francis 
Mark your calendars for our forth 
annual Witchesô Masquerade Ball on 
October 25

th
! At this fun-filled evening, 

you may see ghost, ghouls, gypsies, pirates, witches ï 
anything goes! Come visit the Haunted Village 
bookstore, sweet shop, wand shop, tarot reading and 
many other stores.  Get a double, bubble, toil and 
trouble potion from the witch in the Apothecary Attic.  
You may even want to cross the Forbidden Forrest to 
join the Witches Ancestor Honoring Ritual.  Stop by for 
some hot food, and relax with a beer or wine from the 
Leaky Faucet.  Tour the Fun House and maybe even get 
a face painting.  Dance to the tunes of the spin master.  
With such amazing attractions, this will be the best 
Masquerade yet!!   
 
When is this great event?  On Saturday October 25

th
 

starting at 6pm ï until the witching hour.  There will be 
some great prizes for the best costumes. Entrance and 
other fees will be priced reasonable to ensure you are 
fully entertained. 
 
Watch for more details in the Domelight, flyers in the 
foyer and extra information on the website!  Volunteer 
opportunities available ï contact Mary at 
gldnpuma@earthlink.net or call 813-684-8026. 

Calendar of weekly events at UUCT 
SUNDAY 

9:45AM Green Group 

11AM   Sunday Service 

11AM    (Grades 1-12) Youth R.E. (Small Dome) 

11AM  Child Care for babies in the Nursery 

 

Below is a listing of recurring and special events not 

highlighted elsewhere in Domelight. For a complete 

listing of events, visit the calendar at www.uutampa.org 

You can click on events to pull up additional 

information for each listing. 

 

Mondays: 
Aug. 4, 7 p.m., Small Group Ministry, Genealogy 

 

Tuesdays: 

Aug. 5, 12, and 19, 5:30-7 p.m.,  Adult RE: Zen Loving 

Kindness Meditation 

Aug. 12, 7 p.m., Small Group Ministry:  Meaningful 

Sharing Discussion Group 

Aug. 26, 7 p.m., Small Group Ministry: Women’s 

Spirituality 

   

Wednesdays: 

Aug. 13, 7 p.m., weekly choir rehearsal resumes 

Aug. 13 and Aug. 26,  7 p.m.,  SHAAG 

Aug. 6, 13, 20 and 27, 7 p.m., Tibetan Buddhist 

Meditation 

 

 

Thursdays: 

Weekly, 8:30 a.m., Walk in the Park at Lettuce Lake 

Park 

Aug. 7 and 14, 7 p.m., Adult RE: UU 101 

Aug. 15,  6 p.m., Spaghetti Dinner and Family Game 

Night 

 

Saturdays: 

Aug. 2, 9 a.m., Listening Workshop 

Aug. 9, 9 a.m., Building and Grounds 

Aug. 16, 10 a.m., Chair Yoga; 7:30 p.m., CUUPS Full 

Moon Celebration 

 

A Request from Domelight Editor 

When submitting articles and events, please use a 
standard black font. It is time-consuming to convert 
fancy colors and fonts into Domelight format. 
 Many thanks 
Liz Bleau 
Domelight Editor 

mailto:gldnpuma@earthlink.net


      

 

A Month of Sundays at The Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa 

 
Please Note: All Sunday Services start at 11:00 AM and are led by Rev. Sara Zimmerman unless otherwise noted. 

August 3: Those Magnificent Fullers:  Margaret and Her Nephew "Bucky" 

Rev. Zimmerman noticed the intersection of theology and architecture at UUCT.  In the 19th century, Margaret 

Fuller worked with Ralph Waldo Emerson and the Concord, Massachusetts circle to develop 

"Transcendentalism," a significant thread of Unitarianism.  In the 20th century, her nephew Buckminster Fuller 

was best known for developing the geodesic dome.  Now in the 21st century, in our domes at UUCT, we 

experience the legacy of both! 

August 10: 'I think I was in heaven': Joss Whedon's Atheist Faith Sermon by David Lavery, a university 

professor in London. He is co-editor of Slayage: The Online International Journal of Buffy Studies and author or editor of 

12 books on TV.  David Lavery, a university professor in London, is co-editor of Slayage: The Online International 

Journal of Buffy Studies and author or editor of 12 books on TV, including Fighting the Forces: What's at Stake in Buffy 

the Vampire Slayer, Finding Battlestar Galactica and the upcoming Joss Whedon, Wonder Boy. This will be part of the 

regular church service. 

August 17: Theater as Worship  

First, Rev. Zimmerman will speak on -- and demonstrate -- the nature of her work in progress towards a Doctor of 

Ministry degree at Meadville Lombard Theological School.  Then she will invite the congregation to covenant with her on 

her project.  Why the need for a covenant?  During the coming year of Sunday services, she will try various techniques to 

enliven our worship, and then later will invite our evaluation of these techniques.  Our "covenant" on this day will 

demonstrate our agreement with this process.  

August 24:  TBA 

August 31: Guest speaker,  Bill  Maxwell ,  St .  Petes Time columnist  

 

September 7: Homecoming Water Service  

 
 Want to get this by US mail? Need to contact the church? All the info is on page 2! 
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