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Mi ni sterds Musings
Rev. Dr. Sara Zimmerman

Hello Everyone,

| phoned Suzie Siegel sev- Other images that remain with Suzie: Afsaneh
eral days after the Auction Noori swirling around with a red silk blouse held
to thank her for her leader- 0 her. The mother of church members picking out
ship and to say | hope she 2 beautifully flowered long dress from Malaysia.

is feeling better. As of . . _
Y this writing in the third il expected chaos, 0 Su:
ks e MBS \\ock of November, she Kknow that creation come
has the flu thatos goi nlgenaurighegayto thinkengre degply pbqut the
had missed the Auction because | was away at a spiritual significance of the Auction for her. She

clergy meeting in Canada that week. She shared T € 9ar ds the Auction as
her impressions with me. purchase material things that we love and later let

them go, 0 she said. St

Suzie expressed great joy about the large number US€d things with new owners.

of helpers at the event. Some of the helpers were _ _ _
very new to UUCT, like Jeanne Pastorand Lisa A Thi s process of acquir
Lepak. Members of the new, dynamic Young seeing someone else enjoy the item is part of the

Adult Group made the lunch and served it. Bema €1 r ¢l e of Life, o Suzie
Glassman, a new member of our congregation thisgW€ Poth acknowledged the significance of this im-
year, also helped. age in pagan thought. Our Unitarian Universalist

Sources | ist among the
Suzie apologized at this point in our conversation, t€achings of eartsentered traditions which cele-
saying that she coul dn @@ hesaoetdgreeoflifeand nsirdchus to (yg
helped. She wishes to thank everyone whodid. ' # har mony wi th "t he rh)
Pat Busbice helped by giving Suzie a ride to the

doctor during her posduction illness. Suziemen- | ©m grateful to Suzie 1
tioned that kindness a Puttihgthefydctioptegether, gut alsp fgreshanng ¢
big picture. her own ministerial reflections on the event and

the preparations for the event as her spiritual prac-:

In some other random memories of the day, Suziellce. Suzie, Thank You!!

remembers Gloria Hollowayds young granddaugh-
ter Mattie Hayes running around meowing, with a

stuffed white cat she got for a dollar, and Grant  R€V. Dr. Sara

Wilson holding a pendant with the peaceful eyes ofevsaraz@aol.com

Buddha and a prayer of protection that he has said

for years. | have since seen Grant wearing that

pendant.



mailto:revsaraz@aol.com

£

Domelight

Circles In The Woods CUUPS
By Ruth Davis

Circles in the Woods CUUPS
(Convenent of Unitarian Universalist
Pagans) is a committee within the Ui
tarian Universalist Church d@fampa

Full Moon Celebrations

We host Full Moon Celebrations on the Saturday closest to the
Full Moonat 7:30pm, followed by shared feasting. This is an
open family event; however, childcare is not provided, so par-
ents are responsible for the care of their children.-Birst rit-

ual attendees are welcomed and encouraged to attend!

Dec. 5: Full Moon Celebratiomwill kick off with a Silent Auc-
tion at 6:30 pm. Come ready to do some shoppiRigs cele-
bration will be a Bardic Circle to begin around 7:30 pidhat

is a bardic circle”™During ancient times, the bard would travel
from village to village during the winter months and entertain
the residents. This is openic! Come to be entertained or share
your favorite song, poem or story with everyone.

Dec. 7:7 pm will be the CIW CUUPS business meeting fol-
lowed by a Staff, Wand, and Broom workshop at 7:30 pime
workshop will begin with a brief overview and demonstration
followed by a handsn activity. For a small donation you will
leave with an item of your choicér you can just observe and
socialize with everyone.

Jan. 2 7:30 pm will be 88lue Moon Celebration Yes, the
month of December has twoll moonsand so the second moon
in the same month is called a Blue Modrhe Saturday closest
to this Blue Moon just happens to fall in JanuaByue Moon
ritualsare considered a time for sillines¥oin us for a Pagan
Mafia ritual! It will be silly and we hope lots of laughs.

Jan. 30:Full Moon Celebration will be the Wolf MoornCome
and join us for a more serious ritual experience.

Wicca 1011 Want to learn more about one of the fastest grow-
ing spiritual practice® We welcome both the novice or the
more experiencedThere will be a sixsession class; a donation
of $30 is requested to cover expensefasses will be on the
2nd and 4th Mondays of January, February and March:
January 4th Herstory

January 18 The Goddess and the God

February 1sti TheWheel of the Year

February 15thi Magick and Ethics

Board Bytes

Diana Stevens, Secretary

So, what is the BIG news coming from the
Board you may ask!

Well, we are hard at work preparing the
Budget for the Congregational Meeting on December
13", That 6s al ways good f ol
vote.

There is a Board of Trustees Brunch planned for Dec. 20,
2009 that will be a fund raiser. Good food prepared
and served by the Board. It will be a fun event for
adults and children.

There is a Board Task Force discussing committee struc-
ture and how we can make things easier.

In January we will announce the results of the Welcoming
Congregations survey. Thanks to all who participated.

We have completed the Board Goals for 2010 and will list
progress and updates as we go

All staff has been evaluated and new contracts will be com-
pleted by the end of the year.

Each year at General Assembly, the delegates decide on a
Statement of Conscience to be brought back to the
congregations for decisions. The BOT is deciding
how best to get congregational feedback about the is-
sues. You will be hearing more about this in January.

Each month, the Minister, Director of Religious Education
and the Treasurer submit written reports to the Board
for the monthly meeting. These are reviewed and dis-
cussed to see if action is needed. These reports as well
as the agenda and minutes can be found in a black
notebook in the hallway going toward the nursery on
the bottom shelf of the table

This month, reports were also received from Rod Martin
about the 2009 Stewardship Drive and from Ara Rod-
gers with an update on the Capital Campaign and Con-
struction Committee which has taken over from the
Building Design Committee.

All the bills have been paid on time and the 2009 budget is
on track. This will be a major item at the Congrega-

March 1sfi Ritual Basics tional Meeting Dec. 13 Y6All Come, H
March 15thi The Working Circle
For more details, go tohttp://www.uutampa.org/pdf_docs/
wicca_101.pdf
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We host Full Moon Celebrations on the Saturday closest
to the Full Moon at 7:30pm followed by shared feasting.
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A JOIN IN THE JOURNEY

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH
OF TAMPA

Update on the Capital Campaign:

Having contacted every UUCT member, former mem-
ber, and friend about our vision for a new building, we
will wrap up the fundraising by the end of the year.

Lee Bonta has been very helpful in the final leg of this
long and important process. As you have heard com-
mittee members explain before, the more money we
can raise for the new building, the less we will have to
mortgage for its construction. Freedom from mortgage
debt, or much mortgage debt, will give us the financial
flexibility to do more positive things and build on our
reputation as a spiritual home and centefibaral
religious educatiofor people of all ages.

The end of the year is also a nice, tidy time for donors

UUCT
Congregational Meeting
Sunday, December 13, 2009

Meeting starts at 12:30 after a
light lunch

AGENDA: Budget and Capital
Campaign

involved in a giving campaiginyou can group those
donations into one nice sum for tdeduction pur-
poses. I f you havenodét yet
an earlier donation, contact Pat Benedict after church
or at(813) 9681418 The committee will hold another
congregational meeting on this topic aftburch ser-
viceson December 13and we welcome your com-
ments and questions.

RECYCLING
OPPORTUNITY

Starting in January 2010 we will be col-
lecting those hard to dispose of CFL. If
your energy efficient Compact Florescent
Light bulb blows out do not throw it in the
trash, recycle it. Bring them with you to
church the last Sunday of the month, and
they will be brought to a hazardous waste
site to be safely recycled. We do not
have storage space so do not bring them
on any other day.

Mark your calen-
dars: December 20,
2009, 12:15 pm.

9 Helklay Brefichwoul d 1 i
Event: The Board of
Trustees Sponsored

Brunch. Z

Significance Last fund raiser of the year.
Available Tastes Brunch Casserole, Blackberry
French Toast, HarandCheese Croissant Casse-
role, Vegetarian dishes, fruit, and more!

Cost TBD but it will not break you.

With surprise guest appearances!
Start your holidays off right.
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PRESI DENT8S DESK
LEARNING BY HEART

Every calendar year, we seem to By Brock Leach,
always be in a hurry during the Int fA

. ern Minister
month of December. This month
is a particularly important one for
the Board of Trustees, which focuses ontwo impor- Mi nut es earl i er a
tant events. The first event is an attempt to recon-  peen airlifted to the Trauma Center. He had been walking
cile the Churcho6s end of aloﬁg%§60Xt%Aﬂ/lrwﬁ)er?heJvahd@r@driht%ﬁesroadwayl

other words, did the Church spend more than it took and was the victim of a hit and run. While a surgeon

in. Did we finish in the red or black? The second _ _
development is to fix the budget for the next calen-  S€Wed up a huge gash on his head, apparently using a ver

dar year. effective local anesthetic, the man calmly gave me his
The reconciliati on o fnamg, hoeal s€chrity nuoiyerddaite d Hixtd, 8nd the names
finances has been greatly aided by the results of the of an elderly aunt and uncle in Okeechobee. So far, so
spectacular November combination auction and good. Then the conversation veered off in a surprising
yard sale. Under the innovative orchestration of direction Ailom on my way

Suzie Siegel and the organizational skills of Judy the ce { o evacu 5 h
Lehman, this yeards auctjony cpougled t he r‘?é?’proef
e

of last yearods auction. NBECaURE; N t%ie”r_té‘AipEa?n_%tre
ceeds for the yard sale brought the final totalupto any day now and itds going
an even higher total helping it look like a black, wi pe out Florida.o He sa
vice red year, for the Church in 2009. Of course, fohdo was all |1 could think
Suzie and Judy did not do this alone. They were how we should all be digging trenches that faced east, cov

aided by ma-ocapalwayscoantoei fiy o
themo and some new faces
Adult Group. A special thanks to all of you who
helped with the auction and yard sale. You have

e"f'ing tshem O\f]er Wiglhstimb?rshogspe%}fig dimr?nsions. It
felt like (lélocci talking to Noah about the arkl. 9

done your Church community a great service. Two weeks | ater, fAHoward S
As for next year 6s b udg ehadbeenhealedand he wab readylorbedisapdniged. Ih tb
congregation for approval at the December 13, intervening time, we had been unable to locate the aunt

2009, Congregational Meeting. Please planonat- 554 uncle or any remote reference to them. He had also

tending. Your participation in this democratic proc- changed their names in a subsequent conversation. We re

ess is greatly needed. At that same meeting, we . . . . .
will be updated on the Capital Campaign. Our his Social Security number only to find that it belonged to

Churchés future is in vy o d,dgceaped R§rgoy- A thorough internet search and subse
qguent phone calls yielded no leads. We ran finger prints
Ed Benedict and could find no arrest r
been in the army between 0
: . such record. This was a guy who had managed to evade
(nitarian (Jniversalist (Church of T ampa any official identity whatsoever.
Q)nc rincc: A“ Fn'rfhﬁ
(Vlcu;hn‘p, a caring, |ustic v--om‘l‘r\iﬂf" community Continued on page 5
Paged
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Learning by Heart, continued from Page 4

HOPE HAPPENINGS
| got a call from Risk Management, desperately trying to find

someone whooéd assume responsi tH'i|IBBOFOthfO?ganikehibnSforp al
discharge. Together, we poured back through the record and Peace and Equalit
e out (S:ufl Xptions.

had to acknowledge that we wer
candt he be Baker Acted?0 I . . rida | a
someone to be held for psychiatric treatment if they demon- aBi/ '{:Sr8| Pamﬁgb%

strate intent to harm themselves or someone else. Appar-
ently the psychiatric evaluation had concluded that his delu-

Twelve UUCT members and thres

sional illness fAdidnot rise tdWBARES aAdt termdgsdd dHOP EO sy i
was clearly not competent to tnad Eonventien Novembeligt the Beulah Baptist d n
demonstraténtentto hurt himself or anyone else. On the Institutional Church. Investors for 2009 were recog-
contrary, he was on a mission to save the world. nized in the program. Issue Reports were presented
| went up for one last visit and noticed how good Mr. D_ental Se_rY'CeS for losincome _Ch"dre_n and adults,
Stanton looked. His physical recovery was downright mi- Birth Certificates & IDs and voicemail boxes for
raculous. Mentally, he was aléran obviously intelligent Homeless and After School programs for Priority

man whose delusions were now even more elaborate. He Middle Schools. Results from the Listening Process
told me about how he was half Indian and on his way to con- prioritized the same three issues for 2010. Committee

vene a meeting of the Seminole and Miccosukee tribal elders . . . .
to warn them of the impending fQ)rrin%daaé tth% Bgsearthto %CEOhCTBa{mng W'g gecgig
everybody, he would at least save his own people. Inter- how to proceed in these three areas.

woven were references to Daniel, Revelations and an NPR

story of ten years ago. Hours later he was discharged to the UUCTOs Justice Networ k n

street with a Ziploc bag full of six different medications. | church early in December to review our progress and
knew full well that nothing good could come of this. build our Justice Network. We have 14 people com-
Earlier this week, at our Chaplain morning report, | learned mitt_ed to bring 3 to the Action. We need 11 more to
of an unidentified homel ess p achieve our gaalos LOOn(Awenfiye people @ach h a
been brought in the night beferdound behind a dumpster bringing three = 25 x 4
with a massive brain bleed. The only identity they could find when you are inyited to join the Justice Network
were unopened prescription bott?es Wi t% t hé name nl—||\|owar'd
Stantond on them.

Next Step:
Seeing him lying in bed on life support, looking years older Research to Action Process Training & KiCKf:

than when 16d Il ast seen him a Thgrgday ©ed 3, 686pm. THg important @aining n o

escape the fact that | was complicit in this sad story. | was at prepares Network members to research issues, selec

ground zero in a system that will intervene to treat some- bl uti d strateaqi t hi ’
Vppqsyp e §Q Lgl?rhs and strategize ways 1o acnieve

oneds acut e phy softleart care, bpermde s s -
ing hundreds of thousands of dollars in the process, but lacks them. Please come to the training, understand the

the will to intervene with care for the rest of his life. process and participate in the committees that intere:s
. you. This is where you will have an opportunity to
It could be argued that Howard lived exactly the way he share your ideas. Contact Carol Partington;333

wanted, and he wanted to be out saving the world. But |

would argue that, despite the clinical terms of the Baker Act, 8703, or Sharon Streater, 8231-4673, to RSVP and

Howard is actually a danger to himself and to others he find out the location.

mi ght encounter on the highways of 1|ife. I n Howardods case
it may now be a moot point. But judging from what | en- Mark your calendars for:

counter in the hospital, there is still a whole world full of HOPE Rally, Monday, March 22, 2010

mentally ill people out there waiting to be saved.

HOPE Nehemiah Action, Monday, April 19, 2010

Pageb
The churchdés web address is http://www. uutampa.or
Articles and other comments about themelightshould be sent to: domelight@uutampa.org



L )OI

" * December 2009
light
. &=

GREEN GROUP

By Tom Krumreich

Well, the Holiday season is upon us and our eclectic
gang of UUs are preparing for their various and sun-
dry celebrations.

Green Group is still a work in progress, as always,
but after an enlightening brainstorming meeting with

UUA TRUUSTEE

TIDBITS
Joan Lund

The UUA Board of Trustees convened in October, and in the re-
port written following the meeting | indicated | would write more

about Rev. Peter Moralesdé tho
Unitarian Universalism. In the Trustee report available on the Dis-
trict web page | wrote about

must create a new ministry for a new century. He believes our
faith needs to be much more t

Rev. Dr. Sara, some new directions are beingconsid- | s t odayo and we have not res

ered with the emphasis on opportunities for engage-
ment by all.

When sharing my experience of what | call the Zen
of cycling with the congregation during Joys and
Concerns | jokingly referred to discovering a new leg
for the Tour De UU, my name for the various bike
routes |1 6ve discovered t
rainbow colored jersey associated with the tour. Well,
why not actually build on this theme to encourage
folks to bike to church and reduce their carbon foot-
print while, hopefully, sharing my experience of the
Zen of cycling, like offering the first person to show
up at church on a bike other than me the honor of
wearing a real life Tour De UU rainbow colored jer-
sey or smock for the rest of their time at church that
day?

Any other ideas you might have to encourage folks to

engage in sustainable lifestyle practices and partici-
pate in Green Group would be openly accepted and
appreciated.

| plan to start selling the Equal Exchange Fair Trade
coffees and teas again during the coffee hour to help
finance our social time after services and to consider
offering organic fair trade coffee for consumption
during Green Group meetings.

Take care and have a happy holiday season!

The Green Group is an adult education group that
meets every Sunday from 9:45 am 10:45 am in
the Gazebo.You dondét have to
church to join our discussions and we welcome
newcomers and dropins.

the liberal spiritual community. Another opportunity we must
focus our energy on is growth.

Growth of our faith is not something that is just organizationally
desirable. According to Pres. Morales it is a moral and religious
imperative in a time when our congregations are amidst the spiri-
tually hungry and religiously homeless who need us. Rev.
Morales believes we have failed to grow because of the misplace
ﬁtten[i’orbaﬂq SErY i@ me@ia&amqﬁ'ﬂig‘n%apd 60ﬁt|y efforés Ip gfa
arge churches. Growing our faith will happen in our’existing con-
gregations through quality relationships, quality welcoming, and a
sense of mission. Congregations have much to learn from each
other. Congregations that have experienced growth have not don
so by creating a growth plan but by being passionate about the
possibilities and seeking excellence in congregational life. These
congregations realize that growth is not a goal, but is a measure-
ment of health and vitality.

President Morales says there are things we must do. We must cre
ate and sustain a sense of urgency throughout our faith by
unleashing the commitment and idealism in our congregations
who are on both a visionary and practical path. We need to work
with our fastest growing churches in close partnership. They are
the folks who know how to grow our faith. We must focus growth
efforts by ensuring that our UUA staff is an effective partner to
our congregations. Rev. Morales stated UUA field staff must fo-
cus their efforts on working with congregations committed to
sharing our faith and serve as capable consultants who assist in
unl eashing the congregationos
ize the way we deliver services to congregations. According to
Rev. Morales there is broad consensus that we should move to a
more flexible regional model. New congregations need to be
started in growing and underserved areas, using new approaches
that build on the expertise of our leading congregations and use
the opportunities of modern technology.

Whatever your congregation is doing to celebrate theoftygar

holidays | wish your congregation good health and good relation-

ships. Please know | am available for conversation, and/or speak:
bi®y at & Sundh§ 8Hac& fam WRubilly atphBn€ call-ga120727)

or email (lund@uua.oryyaway. Happy Holidays one and all.
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UPDATE ON UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST

UNITED NATIONS OFFICE
By Diana Stevens

We can help by keeping informed and donating when we can.
The Every Child Is Our Child (ECOC) Program is an-UNO
initiative towards the achievement of the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals (MDGo6és) that were
2000. The program consists in offering essential resources and
health care assistance to orphans and vulnerable children to at-
tend primary school in the Manya Krobo district, Ghana. The
ECOC directly contributes to the Goals of achieving universal
primary education, promoting gender equality, and combating
HIV/AIDS. The program does that through sending children to
school to gain a primary education. Additionally, the ECOC
gives priority to girls, in order to help promote gender equality.
Finally, the program contributes to the fight against AIDS, since
the children are taught about HIV/AIDS prevention in school
starting in grade 2.

The ECOC program engages Unitarian Universalists in consider-
ing our responsibilities to these Goals, in the spirit of the UU
Principles. ECOC provides real life opportunities to practice UU
spiritual principles. By providing education to a threatening gen-
eration, we further affirm and promote the worth and dignity of
every person while working towards the goal of a world commu-
nity with peace, liberty and justice for all.

SPONSORSHIPé .

f

establ/i shed

angel s

Many UUCT members are
good stewards, making a
yearly pledge. But, there are
times when an individual in
our church family needs fi-

tain their membership. Over

the years other church mem-

bers have come forward
anonymously to provide a member sponsorship. This
sponsorship covers the cost of UUA, Florida district,
Cluster and H.O.P.E. dues.
angel 06 please contact
988-1907. If you have been an active member of UUCT
and need sponsorship for 2010, please contact Rev.
Sara Zimmerman, 988-8188.

And speaking of

"Watch for the Foster Angels”

UUCT will again be participating in the Foster

Angel Tree as members have for many years. De-
tails are coming soon and announcements will be

made in the upcoming Orders of Service.

Go to the link for more information on the Millennium Develop-
ment Goalsttp://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/education.shtml
Thanks to our UU Congregations, we were able to greatly expand
theEvery Child is Our ChildProgram. From helping 20 children

in our first year, we are now giving the opportunity to 160 HIV/
AIDS orphans in Ghana to go to school. AlImost all the children
have |l ost one or both parents
parents were so poor they could not provide costs for schooling.
These children are classified as vulnerable. Additionally, the pro-
gram goes beyond giving the s
we also aim to offer better health conditions to both vulnerable
orphans and their families. Students are provided with a hot meal
and nutritious food to bring home to their family members and
they are also enrolled in the Manya Krobo District Mutual Health
Plan.

You can join this effort and/or donate fttp://ustuno.org/
donationform.php

BOOK GROUP

The Read and Feed book Group is open to a few n
m(embem yee meg theeffwrtfe, Mondayof the, men;

alternating
Jom us. Experlence stlmulatmg conversation about
thOrlEI)gglt pr ovcgklng pq}oks anﬁl pqrtgke in some dellc
di

For more information contact any of our members.

Kathy Dorman (813) 985622
Judy Mintz (813) 9441201
Pam Betts (813) 238642
Marrjorie Acker (941) 753115
Mike Jones (813) 240449

bnancial assistahce toenairdt e r s

pl edge

Pager
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UCT Calendar of weekly events
SUNDAY

9:45aM Green Group

11aM Sunday Service

11aM (Grades 112) Youth R.E. (Small Dome)
11am Child Care for babies in the Nursery

December

Below is a listing of recurring and special events
not highlighted elsewhere in the Domelight. For a
complete listing of events, visit the calendar at
www.uutampa.org, where you can click on events
to pull up additional information for each listing.

Tuesday, Dec. 1:4 pm, Worship Committee, 5:30
pm, Lifespan RE: Zen Meditation

Wednesday, Dec. 2.7 pm, Choir Rehearsal,
Tibetan Buddhist Meditation

Thursday, Dec. 3:8:30 am, Walk in the Park
7 pm, Children & Youth RE Committee

Saturday, Dec. 5:6 pm,. CUUPS silent auction,
7:30 pm, CUUPS Full Moon Circle

Monday, Dec. 7:7 pm, CUUPS meeting

Tuedsay, Dec. 8:5:30 pm, Lifespan RE: Zen
Meditation

Wednesday, Dec.:97 pm Tibetan Buddhist
Meditation, SHAAG, Choir Rehearsal

Saturday, Dec. 129 am, Building and Grounds
Sunday, Dec. 1312:15 pm, Annual meeting
Monday, Dec. 14:7pm, Finance Committee

Tuesday, Dec. 157 pm, Lifespan RE: Zen Medi-
tation

Wednesday, Dec. 1611 am, UU Ministers Lu-
cheon

7 pm, Tibetan Buddhist Meditation, Choir Re-
hearsal

Thursday, Dec. 17: 6 pm, UUCT Board meeting

Sunday, Dec. 2012:15, Board of Trustees fund-
raising Brunch YAG Monthly Brunch

Tuesday, Dec. 225:30 pm, Lifespan RE: Zen
Meditation
7 pm, Small Group Ministry: Genealogy

Wednesday, Dec. 237 pm Tibetan Buddhist
Meditation, Choir Rehearsal, SHAAG

Thursday, Dec. 24:6 pm, Christmas Eve service,
followed by traditional hot fudge sundaes

Monday, Dec. 28 6:45 pm, Small Group Ministry:
Genealogy

Tuesday, Dec. 295:30 pm, Lifespan RE: Zen
Meditation

Wednesday, Dec. 307 pm, choir rehearsal, Ti-
betan Buddhist meditation

Saturday, Jan. 2 7:30 pm, CUUPS: Full Moon
Circle

Domelightis published monthly by:
Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa
11400 Morris Bridge Rd
Tampa, FL 336371902
(813)9888188
Download fromhttp://www.uutampa.orgfree of
charge. For a 1 year subscription by mail, please
make a $15.00 donation to the church office. Mark |t
DOMELIGHT SUBSCRIPTION. Domelightdeadline
is generally the Sunday closest to th& @each
month. Articles may be submitted byn&il to Dome-
light@uutampa.or@ubmissions should include a
contact name and phone number Editor: Liz Bleau
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