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Mi ni sterds Musings
Rev. Dr. Sara Zimmerman

Hello Everyone,

Happy New Year! Happy 2010. Answer: A February 1 deadline. While the pounds
ltds a very pr orhaveawhage ygaetacome off thinking positively
church. While we are thinking here), and the closet can wait awhile longer, our vote
about and continuing to plan for on the Social Witness items that have UUA deadlines
our exciting new building and cannot wait.

strengthening our committees Herebs a preview of what
and programs, could we also take a little time this the sermon and what Bill will be leading us in voting
month think about our identity as members of the Uni- and commenting on at the Workshop on January 3rd:
tarian Universalist Association? We need to decidehether to admit a revised Draft

We use the democratic process in decision making at Statement of Conscience (SOC) on Peacemaking to
UUCT. How is this democratic process used at the  the Final General Assembly Agenda for 2010, and

level of the Unitarian Universalist Association? For  also decidavhich Proposed Congregational Study/
example, if the process is democratic, does that mean Action Issues (CSAI) for 2010-2014 will be admit-

our congregation has -a v tedtothe Final GenenabAssemblx Agsndadfar c i s i
making process on social 2000ustice issues? Yes, t|
exactly what it means. Clarification: AnSOC has bubbled its way up in the
The Fifth Principle of Unitarian Universalism affirms  process from when it was proposed by an individual
and promotes the right of conscience and the use of theongregation to the top, where it is about to be voted
democratic process. In keeping with this, the way in  on by all the delegates to the 2010 General Assembly.
which our denomination arrives at consensus on vari- A CSAI is a newer proposal that has a long way to go
ous social issues is by a democratically agreed upon before becoming aBOC. For example, at the Work-

process called the Social Witness process. shop, Bill will probably invite your comments on the
To understand the Social Witness process, and to hav@roposed CSAI okthical Eating, comments that will
a vote in this process, be sure to attendMoekshop then be forwarded to the UUA.

following the service on January 3rd. As a volunteer For more information on all of this, see the Social
from our Board of Trustees, Bill Blymiller will facili- ~ Witness Processvvw.uua.org/socialjustice/

tate the Workshop and the vote. Thanks, Bill! issuesprocess/process/index.shtml

Now, you may wonder why we are not going to engageAs | write, it is December 18, 2009, and plans for the
in the expected firsbundayin-January kind of sermon  Christmas Eve service and visions of Martha Robin-
and service on January®3 Why i sno6t tshoen Onsi rhiostt efru dtgeel ks-undaes
ing about our personal resolutions, yours and mine,  vice will feature Faye Turke, Rom Delacroix (voice)
losing 10 or more pounds and vowing to clean out thatand Lisa Lepak (flute) as soloists, and many readers
back closet (two of my perennial resolutions)? from the congregation. It will begin at 6:30 PM.
Question: What is the significance of dedicating a full See you at church!

January Sunday service alRey \WrSgegahop to the UUAGS

Social Withess issues and Process?
revsaraz@aol.com
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Circles In The Woods CUUPS
By Ruth Davis

Board Bytes
Circles in the Woods CUUPS (Covenant of U gy Diana Stevens, Secretary

tarian Universalist Pagans) is a committee wit

the Unitarian Universalist Church @&mpa So, what is the BIG news coming from the
Board you may ask!
Full Moon Celebrations 1 The Annual Congregational Meeting was

held on Dec. 13, 2009 after church. There was a light lunch
We host Full Moon Celebrations on the Saturday closest to the ~ Served prior to the meeting and then we got down to business.

Full Moon at 7:30pm, followed by shared feasting. This is an Minutes and attached reports can be found in the Church Con-
open family event; however, childcarenist provided, so par- gregational Meeting book kept in the office.
entsare responsible for the care of their children. Fiiste 1 A Quorum was announced

ritual attendees are welcomed and encouraged to attend! . o
1 Minutes of the last meeting in May were approved

Jan. 2nd Full Moon Celebration: A Blue Moon Celebration _ _ _
that actually occurred i n Dec elmbPeesentationdyBil BlynillernBOi treassirerpof the2®la e d

because the Blue Moon is a time for silliness! In the spirit of UUCT Budget. The proposed budget passed
silliness, join us for a Mafia Pagan ritual. Yes, dress accord-
ingly and bring some money for laundering. The celebration 1 Presentation by Ara Rogers about the Capital Campaign.
will begin at around 7:30 pm. All are welcome! We have raised $324,417. YEAH!! The Capital Campaign will
be the topic of Conversation with the Board on the last Sunday
Jan. 30" Full Moon Celebration: A be a more serious ritual of each month after the church service.
experience presented by As Always Coven. All are welcome 1 Presentation by Tom Raffel about the Construction Com-
who come in Perfect Love and Perfect Trust! mittee. On the committee are: Fran Davin, Tom Raffel, Rod
Martin, Don Hunter and Afsaneh Noori. The current goal is to
Wicca 1017 Want to learn more about one of the fastest grow- find a construction company to build the new Mitirpose
ing spiritual practices? We welcome both the novice or the Building.
more experienced. There will be sigssion and donationof
$30 is requested to cover expenses. Classes will be off'the 2 The Board Meeting for December 17, 2009 discussed the fol-
and 4" Mondays of January, February and March: lowing:
1 Committee Chair vacancies: Social Activities, Volunteer
Jan. 4th, 6:30 pm:CIW CUUPS business meeting followed by Coordinator, Social Actions, Care and Communications. If you
the first session of our annual sigssion Wicca 101 classes. are interested, contact our Nominating Committee: Tempie
This first session is Herstory and includes the history of the Taudte, Ralph Lehman and Russell Patterson.
Goddess, cultural influences, the Burning Times, and the Craft f Discussion and recommendations on the path for bringing
today. Activities include introductions, discussion, meditation individuals into membership
and beginning a Book of Shadows. f  We own a condominium and it is not selling. What do we
do?
Jan. 18th, 6:30 pm:CIW CUUPS business meeting followed f Discussion and recommendations on the review of the
by the second session of the-session Wicca 101 classes. committee structure for currency and integrity

Dondt worry i f yoiyouaresilbveldome h e ¢ igeFely pdid!S&ff ontracts. End of year bonuses were
to join. This session is the Goddess and the God and includes given to Rev. Dr. Sara Zimmerman, Katie Colbert and Jamie

the great archtypes, the Sacred and Divinity personified. Activie Lo ndrickx. For the 2010 year s
ties include working with Deities and sharing your representa- tor6s hours have been increase
tion of the Divine.

o Anyone can come to a board meeting to observe. All minutes

February 1 ﬂ:"The Wheel of the Year and agendas are kept in a book in the hallway. Come to the

February 15" 1 Magick and Ethics CONVERSATION WITH THE BOARD held the last Sunday

March 1 o Ritual Basics of each month after church. We want all members, friends and

March 1571 The Working Circle interested parties to be informed of the decision making of the
church.

For more details, go toattp://www.uutampa.org/

pdf_docs/wicca_101.pdf
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L A JOIN IN THE JOURNEY

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH Save the Da-te”

LOVE IS IN THE AIR!

Update on Capital Campaign

Webdve raised $324, 417 in am 1 n‘gi a | d

ward our original goal of $500,000 for our new multi Tlr'dJ kt ﬂ m Sp h m d
purpose building. P

Even though we did not raised the total amount required for a ty

the new building, we are stopping the active part of fund-

raising now and will proceed with makibgilding plans Saturday, February, 13, 2010
and evaluating financing options for the balance needed.

(@)

7:00PM until 11:30 PM for Party & Dancing
So now it is time for us to ask those of you who have

pledged money to begin paying those pledges. If you have $15.00 Per Adult with children free
already paid, rest assured your money has been held safely
in an account, awaiting this juncture. Collecting the pledges Dessert & coffee are free

allows us to create a pool of money to being construc-
tion. If you would still like to contribute to the capital cam- Wine & Beer available for purchase
paign, we are happy to oblige by accepting your donation.

And what happens then, you ask? Well, the construction
committee has been convened. ChaireéfanDavin, the
committee is evaluating options acaokt estimatethat will

be brought to the congregation in early 2010. Congrega-
tional votes will be required to approve the construction

and financing plans, and to move forward with construc- JOIN THE BOOK CLUB
tion. Committee members will provide regular updates of
progress.

The Read and Feed book Group is open to a few new mem-
bers. We meet the fourth Monday of the month at 6:30 PM

R t | t . b 0 h
| f we donot vote to move f@uuwded > VELL D B B O e

lars will be refunded you. books and partake in some delicious dinners.

If you have questions, please contact Pat Bened&it3at

: For more information contact any of our members.
9681418 or emailPNTB3781@aol. com

Kathy Dorman (813) 988622 Judy Mintz (813) 944201

' { = s 3 Pam Betts (813) 238642 Marjorie Acker (941)
Clmtm‘inn (l niversalist (Jlmrc!w of Tnmpn 7537115
Onc fyiacc: A” }:m—,—h& i )
(reating a caring, justice-secking community Mike Jones (813) 240449  Rod Martin (813) 238642
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PRESI DENT6S DESK HOPE HAPPEN'

This year, 2010, should prove to be | N GS

a year of major proportions for our

Ch“;?h- Al Bur IastbCoggrez%aot;orfl Hillsborough Organization for

meeting on December 13, , Ara :

Rogersg,] our Capital Campaign Com- Peace and Equality

mittee Chair, brought us the good By Carol Partington

news that our plans for a new building to support life

span religious education are coming to fruition. We (UUCT) are off to a good beginning of the new year with

Sometimes this year, possibly as early as this spring, renewed interest and participation in HOPE. Derek Johnson at-
we should be breaking ground on that new building. All tended the Research to Action Training. He went to the Homeless
the hard work of Arads Ca preakoyt prougydilg atendedhe Edypation & Youthe e |
all volunteers, is becoming a reality. Countless volun- ~ 9roup. Judy Lane joined me at the December HOPE Board
teer hours devoted to planning, money rising, and build- Meeting. It was a great to look around the table and see another
. ) . ’ ' !
ing design are producing concrete results. uur

Please keep in mind, as the new building begins .
P . g beg | am also greatly encouraged by the responses to our Justice Net-

t_o rise through the_ hard work of professmnal construc- work. The Network meeting has been moved from December to
tion workers, that it was made possible through the_hard February. The date will be announced later. In order to reach our
work Of our volunteers. Thank you, Capital Campaign goal of 100 for the Nehemiah Action on April"3ve need 25
Committee. Network membersThese are people who commit to attending

In her Jan. 10, 2010, sermon, our minister, Rev. the Action and bringing three others. We have 16 so far, which
Dr.. Sara Zimmerman, will speak on the importance of includes our three Team Membérdudy Lane, Joan Lund, and
volunteerism in our congregation. That day we will myself.
celebrate the efforts of all our volunteers that make it
possible for us to carry out the mission and vision of our As we continue the Research to Action phase of our year, we
Church. Volunteers make it possible for our doors to be need volunteers to attend research meetings in the areas of Home
open, bills to be paid, and programs to be carried out. lessness, Youth and Education (specifically need for afterschool
While our crack crew of volunteers is dependable, we do Programs for atisk middle school students), and Dental Care for
need to expand our volunteer base. Hopefully, Rev. low income children and adults. If you are interested in a specific

o . area, but are un ttend meetln s during th on ﬂ”‘
Saraos_ ser mon wi || motlvatd% nT att égsena %@ﬁ@ 8(”
Volunteer Fair on April 11, 2010, and learn more about |59 orgamzer Sharon Streater, 8!214673, if you would like
volunteer life of our Church. to be involved.

Ed Benedict There are other ways to assist HOPE. Volunteers are needed to

help in the office, which is located at St. Paul Lutheran Church,
5103 N. Central Ave., close to Hillsborough High School. If you
have skills in record keeping, secretarial or grant writing and
would like to donate some time, please contact me a®3889,

or by email ayellowcap9@yahoo.conHours are flexible and

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS

Individuals who had made a financial pledge or can be negotiated.
made donations to UUCT in 2009 will be receiv-
ing a detailed contribution statement this month. Although this is tardy, a special thank you to Pat Bushice for
If you are not in agreement with what is reported helping Sharon organize the HOPE office multiple times through-
on the statement please call me to arrange a out the year! All help is appreciated. Whatever your skills, we
meeting to review your statement, 988-1907. Af- can put you to work!
ter review an amended statement will be printed
if necessary. Many thanks to all, who pledge and Mark your calendars for:
give financial support to the ministry of UUCT, it HOPE Rally, Monday, March 22, 2010
is appreciated. HOPE Nehemiah Action, Monday, April 19, 2010
Paged
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January is a Music-Packed month at the UUCT Dome

Friends of Florida Folk
& Concerts in the UU Dome Present
FOFF FEST 2010 IN THE UU DOME

Featuring a Miniolk Fest with three featured artists/
groups. Plusi multiple additional artists (TBAWill be
presenting 12ninute showcases.

CONCERT. SAT JAN. 23, 3-5:45 pm

MINI-FOLK FEST HEADLINERS: (1) AMY CAROL
WEBB; (2) JUBAL'S KIN; (3) A Tribute to Florida Fid-
dlers with ELAN CHALFORD & PETE GALLAGHER

5:457:45 pm: Multiple 12-Minute Fast Pitch Showcasers.

COST: Membership Meeting Free and MiRblk Fest
Free; however contributions are appreciated.

INFO: www.foff.org www.uutampa.org

www.amycarolwebb.con{ The Dynamic Amy! She could
sing the phone book & get a standing ovation. )

www.jubalskin.com (Young- Talented- Award Winning
- Family Folk Band from Orlandemaking a big splash
aroundFlorida&

beyond. )

www.thefloridafiddler.com Master Violinist and-lorida
State Fiddle Champion Elan Chalford and Guitd?iste
Gallaghemwill present a unique and lively musical journey
through Florida fiddle history, with stories and songs in the
style and repertoire of famédorida fiddlers Vassar
Clements Chubby WiseArthur Smith Chubby Anthony,
Ervin T. Rouse and others.

The FOFF annual business meeting will be held prior to the
concerts from 122 pm, with keynote speaker Amy Carol
Webb at 2:30 pm.

For more information on any of these events, contact
Gloria
Holloway, 813-837-6572 or

gshello@tampabay.rr.com

GUITARS AND CELLO
FRIDAY JAN. 29, 8pm.

WHO: Richard Smith& Julie Adamduo with Glen Hines
Opening

COST: $12 advance and $15 @ the door

This concert is endorsed by the Tampa BangerStyle Gui-
tar Players Clubwww.tbfsplayers.com

Websites/YouTubes:
http://www.richardsmithmusic.corm

Richard & Julie: http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=rMd68nY9WDI

Glen Hines: http://www.tbfgg.com/

TBFGG_GIlenHines.html

Please join us for an exhilarating musical experience as
fingerstyle guitar virtuoso Richard Smith takes center stage a
the UU Dome. Richard will be joined by one of the most
diverse cellists on the music scene today, Julie Adaiss.

the Dome concert, their ever changing repertoire will include
a wide variety of instrumental and vocal music suclSastt
Joplin rags Sousa marchebjozart, folk fiddle tunes, stan-
dards, Chet Atkins andkerry Reed tune®jango Reinhardt
gypsyjazz, Bach, Beatles tunes, pop tunes, Chopin, origi-
nals, lightning fast barburners, andoeautiful ballads. Lo-

cal guitarist Glen Hines will open. Glen learned to play the
guitar during thdolk music boonof the late 50s and

60s. Glen is a member of tHEampa Bay Fingerstyle Guitar
Guild, theChet Atkins Appreciatiorsociety, andthe Tampa

GATHER THE SPIRIT

In addition to the two concerts planned for January at|the
Dome,UU members might be interested in attending a
house concert featuring UU musician/composer Jim $cott
on Saturday afternoaian 16. He has several composi-
tions in the UU hymnal, i nc

Contact Gloria for details about that house concert.
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Annual Auction 2009 and 2010

Auction Success

The Auction Committee is so gratified to acknowledge how
successful this yearo6s auctio
mately $10,000.

Debriefing 2009 and Planning 2010
Friday after Thanksgiving, the Auction Committee met to eat

|l eftovers and fidebrief, o that
2009 and what needs to be improved for 2010.

Wedre grateful for how the Yo
the auctionbds success this ye

again.

In 2010, there will be bidding by proxy for those who cannot
attend the Live Auction but want to bid. We will not have early
or prebidding because it resulted in confusion for the auction-
eers and recorders, as well as bidders paying different prices for
the same auction item.

We do have a tradition of proxy bidding for those who cannot
attend, and we encourage the congregation to continue that tra-
dition. (This doesnét mean S
some items ahead of time! Just not in the Live Auction.)

With continued enthusiasm, we even set a date for 2010.

Save the Date
November 6" and 7', Yard Sale
November 13" & 14" Live Auction and Yard Sale

Yard Sale 2010

I dondt know about vyou, but |
stuff for this yeards Yard Sa
he said to get rid of; books, dolls, and toys leftover from my

kidsé childhood; and storage
What | éd&m going to do is start
things in a big plastic bin f

spare closet or in the garage, and | encourage you to do the
same.

The Auction Committee would like to say a big ole thank you to
all of you who donated, purchased, and schlepped. Thanks,
everyone, for making the Auction a successful fundraiser for
UUCT!

0 Harriet Blymiller
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UUA TRUUSTEE

TIDBITS
Joan Lund

AfteMife Sisual heftid! HbIfI&ys if istim& € teatBera&ighaoP P 1
Ainewnesso and hope your congr
and productive 2010. This will be the second column devoted to
the thoughts and words of Rev. Peter Morales, UUA President as
expressed at the October Board of Trustees (BOT) meeting. Rev.
Mobrdles beliees Unitafizgh Wsiv@rsalsh aHouldvhe farkneré tha

ithe tiny, fringe religion it
growth and what must be done to accomplish this imperative.
ung Adult Group (YAG) helped

Rdv. Mordl8sGs passiondlel aBolt sdci@l acliod ¥nd publit witheRs
efforts. He knows we have always been a faith who believes that
true spirituality is fruitful in our acts of compassion and action to
combat oppression and injustice. Although our prideful history
indicates our leadership in the struggle against slavery, rights for
women, and the civil rights movement today, we need to confront
the great moral issues of our time: racism, human rights, immigra
tion, economic justice, and preservation of life on our planet. In
addition it is imperative that the forces of ignorance and fear that

give rise to fAimilitarism, nat
and resisted. Rev. Morales kn
gzreowenpttbeywReVingitoe sehk
must build.

Rev. Morales stated we must be relentless, passionate, and artict
late as spokespeople for our religious values. This will include
leading efforts to help our congregations be moral beacons in our
communities. Congregants know what the pressing issues are in
their communities. Therefore, there will be a reorganization of
staff services to increase ou
the compassion and commitment already present in our congrege
tdbdBOt OLeavyuautwi Nepacbymenow
Weosel Geemshiktraet oMi chaeahés
tives to be developed in consultation and cooperation with UU

Ml asetsytoodi gatheavgh.

InRrder th tréhi@ many riofepporturiti€sfiolplit our faith w6 O
actnext Reear Morhdkkokaeami hhem
toric continuing opportunity for partnership with the UU Service
Committee. This new partnership has already responded togethel
to the Gulf Coast disasters, in Asia, and during the genocide in
Darfur. Rev. Morales believes there is much more we can do to-
gether.

| wish your congregation good health and good relationships in
2010. Please know | am available for conversation, and/or speak-
ing at a Sunday service. | am usually a phone call-g&1139727)

or email (lund@uua.oryaway. Happy New Year one and all.

web address is http://www. uutampa.or

Articles and other comments about themelightshould be sent to: domelight@uutampa.org


mailto:jlund@uua.org

Domelight ™"

UCT Calendar of weekly events

SUNDAY

9:45aM Green Group

11aM Sunday Service

11aM (Grades 112) Youth R.E. (Small Dome)
11am Child Care for babies in the Nursery

January
Below is a listing of recurring and special events

not highlighted elsewhere in the Domelight. For a
complete listing of events, visit the calendar at
www.uutampa.org, where you can click on events
to pull up additional information for each listing.

Saturday, Jan. 2: 7:30 pm, CUUPS Full Moon
Circle1 Blue Moon

Monday, Jan. 4: 7 pm, CUUPS: Wicca 101
Tuesday, Jan.5: 5:30 pm, Lifespan RE: Zen
Meditation

Wednesday, Jan. 6: 7 pm, Choir Rehearsal,

Tibetan Buddhist Meditation

Thursday, Jan. 7: 8:30 am, Walk in the Park
7 pm, Children & Youth RE Committee

Saturday, Jan. 9: 9 am, Building and Grounds

Tuesday, Jan. 12: 5:30 pm, Lifespan RE: Zen
Meditation

Wednesday, Jan. 13: 7 pm Tibetan Buddhist
Meditation, SHAAG, Choir Rehearsal

Monday, Jan. 18: 7pm, Finance Committee,
CUUPS, Wicca 101

Tuesday, Jan. 19: 7 pm, Lifespan RE: Zen Medi-
tation

Wednesday, Jan. 20 7 pm, Tibetan Buddhist Medi-
tation, Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, Jan. 21: 6 pm, UUCT Board meeting

Saturday, Jan. 23: Friends of Florida Folk meet-
ing and concert, see page 5 for details

Sunday, Jan. 24: 12:30 pm, Church Council meet-
ing

Tuesday, Jan. 26: 5:30 pm, Lifespan RE: Zen
Meditation
7 pm, Small Group Ministry: Genealogy

Wednesday, Jan. 27: 7 pm Tibetan Buddhist
Meditation, Choir Rehearsal

Friday, Jan. 29: 8 pm, Concert, Richard and Julie
Smith

Saturday, Jan. 30: 7:30 pm, CUUPS Full Moon
Circle

Domelightis published monthly by:
Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa
11400 Morris Bridge Rd
Tampa, FL 336371902
(813)9888188
Download fromhttp://www.uutampa.orgfree of
charge. For a 1 year subscription by mail, please
make a $15.00 donation to the church office. Mark |t
DOMELIGHT SUBSCRIPTION. Domelightdeadline
is generally the Sunday closest to th& @beach
month. Articles may be submitted bymail to Dome-
light@uutampa.or@§ubmissions should include a
contact name and phone number. Editor: Liz Bleau
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A Month of Sundays at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa
All Services Begin at 11AM

January 3: Greeting the New Year: Understanding Unitarian Universalist Grass Roots Polity

How do we as a congregation voice our opinions on UU initiatives and statements of conscience? Rev. Sa
address the issues in the sernfésilowing the service today, Bill Blymiller will conduct a Workshop on the is-
sues that arose at the 2009 General Assembly. At the conclusion of the Workshop, those in attendance will
our congregationds positions on those issues. F
and our congregationés voice wil/l be heard. Rev
(See AMinisterds Musingso for a description of i

January 10: Volunteer Recognition Sunday

We are blessed with many volunteers who make our church thrive. On this Sunday we will strive to recogni
of our volunteers who gave of their skills, energy and time in 2009. Come and be recognized! The sermon
explore volunteerism from the theological viewpoint of James Luther Adams. Rev. Dr. Sara Zimmerman

January 17: In Honor of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Katie Culbert, Director of Religious Education, in a service for all ages

January24: Kar en Ar e Casefor Gddsn d R o b e rThe Evdlutiog of Gad s

What do UUs believe about God? In our creedless faith, we urge all who join with us to seriously seek their
vidual answers to that question. Armstrong, a popular religious writer and thinker, is best knota Fbstory

of God Her latest ihe Case for GadA 2009 favorite of reviewers (if not Dawkins and Hitchens) is Robert
Wr i g The Bvelution of GadDrawing on these two books, Rev. Dr. Sara Zimmerman will tell a story about
own theological evolution and thereby suggest a dtmagarth method for others who may wish to engage with
these books.

January 31: Music Sunday
Dan Miller and the Worship Committee are organizing this annuabeddnuary service. Talented members an
friends of the congregation will add their musical gifts to a musical feast.
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