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. Hello Everyone:

This month on July 5" we
welcome Rev. Sharon

¢ Streater, Lead Organizer for
v\ the Hillsborough County
Organization for Progress and
Equality (HOPE), back to a
guest slot in our Sunday pulpit. Participation in
HOPE is just one of several ways that we at
UUCT work for social justice.

Fran Davin has chaired the Social Action
Committee during this 2008-2009 program
year, with help from co-chair Pat Busbice, and
what an active year it was! In addition to
HOPE, some of the social action activities that
we engaged in this past year included the
following:
¢ Vigorous support of the farmworker-
Coalition of Immokalee Workers
(CIW) action items

e Introduction to the MacDonald
Training Center for the
Developmentally Disabled

e Support of Habitat for Humanity’s
MegaBuilding Blitz

e Participation in the Hillsborough
County Homeless Annual Count

e Engagement with the Pennies for
Peace Project with our Children and
Youth in our Religious Education
classes (ongoing)

e Gathering of food and supplies for
migrant families (thank you, Ollis
Hughes, for your supervision of this
ongoing activity)

e Active support of GLBT community
Issues, such as the Vote No! rally at
Lowry Park

e Participation in the Hillsborough
County Human Rights Council as
individuals and as a church

e Support of the
Unitarian
Universalist
Service Committee
with Guest at Your
Table activities
and with
individual memberships in the UUSC

The Social Action Committee is a standing
committee of our church. We are seeking a
chairperson for this committee beginning in
September. Let me or any member of the Board
know if you have a passion for this work.

Fran Davin and Pat Busbice, many thanks for
setting a brisk pace this year and showing us
what an effective Social Action Committee can
do.

Happy summer everyone. See you at church!

Rev. Dr. Sara

revsaraz@aol.com,
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Circles In The Woods CUUPS
By Chris Hendrickx

Circles in the Woods CUUPS
(Covenant of Unitarian
Universalist Pagans) is a
committee within the
Unitarian Universalist
Church of Tampa.

Full Moon Celebration: Join Circles In the Woods
CUUPS in a 4™ of July Ritual Celebration led by
Lord Sunfire (aka Ollis Hughes) and Sacred Oaks
Circle. The ritual will be July 4™ at 7:30pm. Sacred
Oaks Circle is a Wiccan subgroup of Circles In the
Woods CUUPS. Members have extensive
experience leading public ritual as a group over the
last 5 years. Bring a picture of loved ones who have
served or are currently serving in the armed forces
for an honoring altar. Come join us as we honor our
service men and women and celebrate our nation’s

birthday!

This is an open family event, so yes, children are
welcome! However, childcare is not provided.
Donations to help pay for the upkeep of the
property are welcome! First-time ritual attendees,
those interested in Wicca or Paganism, and their
families are welcomed and encouraged to attend.
You do not have to have ritual experience to be part
of the Celebration. We welcome all those who come
in Perfect Love and Perfect Trust!!

Classes: Circles in the Woods CUUPS holds its
monthly business meeting on the first Monday of
the month. The July meeting will be held on July
6" at 7:00pm and will be followed by a class on
soap making led by CUUPS member Christin
Ocasio.
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Events: It’s that time again!! The Witches
Masquerade Ball is just 4 months away! The theme
for the 5" Annual Ball will be Harry Potter in honor
of the movie Half Blood Prince that will be released
in July. Come to the planning meeting on August
2" after Sunday service to learn more. For more
information on the Witches Masquerade Ball,
contact Mary Francis at gldnpuma@earthlink.net or
813-684-8026.

More information on CUUPS classes, events, and
Full Moon Celebrations can be found on the
CUUPS website:
http://www.uutampa.org/cuups.htm. Questions or
concerns can be directed to CUUPS facilitator, Ollis
Hughes (sunfiresage@juno.com or 813-684-8026).

Church Council Meeting, Pot Luck

The Church Council will meet Sunday, July 26,
2009, at 12:30 pm.

The Church Council is composed of the
chairpersons of every church committee. We
meet several times each year to share our
ideas and coordinate our efforts. All interested
persons are invited to attend.

We will discuss the following questions. What
does your committee do? What are your
goals for the future? How can your committee
collaborate with other groups in the church?
How can the Board support the work of your
committee?

Please plan to attend. Bring a dish to share
and enjoy great food and fellowship.

Tempie Taudte
Chair, Church Council

The church’s web address is http://www.uutampa.org

The church’s email address is info@uutampa.org. This mailbox will be checked weekly.
Articles and other comments about the Domelight should be sent to: domelight@uutampa.org
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Board Bytes 5" Annual
Mary Francis, Secretary — .
\/ . Witches
It does seem that summer is /-
) -
normally a time of year when Mas qu erade
activities at the church slow down a bit. But just as Ball!!!
rainy season starts, you will also notice that the roof October 24" 6pm — witching hour
of the large dome was repaired and is no longer Plan to attend this fun-filled evening with a Harry
leaking! Potter theme. You may also see ghosts, ghouls,
Also, we still have the pending decision about our gypsies, pirated, witches, and even muggles i
capital campaign for our new multi-purpose anything goes. The Copper Cauldron will begin

building. When more information is available,

- . . . serving dinner at 6pm and the Leaky Faucet will be
there will be a congregational meeting to discuss

and agree on next Steps Watch for more open with double, bubble beveraQGS! Join others in
information and notification of the meeting. the Great Hall feasting or stroll along Diagon Alley

The Board of Trustee will have offlqlal ch_anges of shopsforavisi t to Honeydukreds, Ol
members on September 1st. Departing will be o

Ralph Lehman, Russ Patterson, and Tempie Taudte. perhaps, Madam Malreli nds shoy
At the congregational meeting on May 3rd three There will be so much more i but we need volunteers

new members were voted into office: Nicole
Drelles, Don Ennis, and Tom Raffel. Take time to o _ _
thank the 0uth|ng members for thelr hard Work I|m|ted tO, Set—up and tear'dOWn, k|tChen WltChery,

over the past three years and give congratulations to bakers, cashiers, etc. To volunteer - contact Mary at

our new BOT members. :

. ... [dnpuma@earthlink.net or call 813-684-8026.
These are just a few of the BOT activities. If you gldnpuma@
would like more detailed Board of Trustee
information, join us on the last Sunday of every

month for “Conversations with the Board” or check

for this event. Job vacancies include, but are not

out the most recent copy of the approved Board Domelightis published monthly by:
meeting minutes posted in a binder under the Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa
bulletin board in the hallway, or ask any Board 11400 Morris Bridge Rd
member. Tampa, FL 33637-1902

(813)988-8188
Download fromhttp://www.uutampaorg free of
charge. For a 1 year subscription by mail, please make

Current Board of Trustee members are:

* Ed Benedict - President a$15.00 donation to the church office. Mark it

« Tempie Taudte - Vice President DOMELIGHT SUBSCRIPTION. Domelight deadline is
« Bill Blymiller - Treasurer generally the Sunday closest to the 15" of each month.

» Mary Francis - Secretary Firm deadline for the next issue is at the end of service

* Rom Delacroix on. April 18"™. Articles may be submitted by e-mail to

« Kathy Hunter Domelight@uutampa.org Submissions should include

« Ralph Lehman a contact name and phone number. Editor: Liz Bleau

» Russell Patterson
» Diana Stevens
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g JOIN IN THE JOURNEY

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH

OF TAMPA

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE

By ARAROGERS

Webve received mor e
to date to support our Capital Campaign, well
over twice what we raise annually to operate
the Church. Thatdés a r
be very proud.

And our journey is not yet complete. We are
dedicated to raising an additional $80,000 to
qualify for a low interest rate loan from the
UUA. The current rates are about 5.25% to
5.75%.

So fundrai si n@Whehthis nodt
campaign was launched, we promised to ask
every UUCT member for a financial
commitment to this project. We are very close
to completing that task.

|l t6s al so possible
to add to their present pledge to help us reach
our goal. Could you manage to increase your
financial commitment to bring this multipurpose
building project closer to reality? Are you a

friend of the church who supports our vision of

b e ¢ 0o ma cewmter fior liberal religious

education for people of allages?0 Pl eas e
contact Pat Benedict at her home phone, 813-
968-1418, or by email, PNTB3781@aol.com if
you wish to make a contribution, or increase

your commitment.

As the Capital Campaign proceeds,
unanswered questions concerning finances

t han

t hat

and the project itself remain. The total dollar
amount weol | ul ti mately
determined. We dconmitt
ourselves. The Finance Committee is working
with the Capital Campaign Committee on

' $270,000 in pledges
financial options. Several teams are also

investigating several options:

o r1d Reslace thercpstohthe planned preject d
by reducing design features or by
downsizing the multipurpose building;

2. Purchase a modular manufactured
building and customize it to our design
specifications;

3. Purchase or lease a temporary building.

We could also extend the fundraising period
gndil gve reach our desired goal.

As promised, no decisions will be made on the
project without congregational approval. When
our investigation and fundraising efforts are
complete, wedll hol d a
dhis @lgo meansiiakthe apilglicampaigy a n t
pledge period (originally scheduled to
commence in July) will be postponed until we
have held a vote to proceed and fund this
project.

't ds t he dheCapahCampsigno f
committee that doing nothing about developing
additional space for religious education is not
an option. We are absolutely committed to
finding a solution to our Religious Education
and meeting space issues.

With your help, we will succeed.
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HOPE Happenings
Hillsborough Organization for Progress and
Equality

Thanks to all the folks who attended the HOPE
Nehemiah Action in Brandon April 27th. We had
forty people representing our church and our
Reverend Sara gave the Opening Prayer.

Here is a summary of the progress made so far on
the three action issues:

Homeless Issue - As committed to HOPE, the
county established the Birth Certificates and I.D.’s
program in November 2008. As of May 30th, the
county had issued 271 State 1.D.’s, ordered 106
Birth Certificates, and received 91 Birth Certificates
for the homeless. Cell phones are being considered
as a way for homeless to access a messaging
system.

Dental Care Issue — As committed to HOPE, the
Health Department drove the development of a plan
to increase dental care for 15,000 low-income
children and adults in our county. The two
federally qualified health centers, which HOPE sees
as key to increasing dental care, gave reports at the
action on steps they are taking to increase dental
care. HOPE is looking into a concern brought up
by the health centers regarding denied access to the
schools to provide preventative care.

Youth and Education Issue — School Board
Member Valdes committed to contact the 11 Middle
Schools prioritized by HOPE, because of high
levels of poverty and low academic scores, to
encourage them to attend a meeting with major out
of school time providers, which will be facilitated
by School Board Member Valdes. Meetings are
being held in June and July with other School Board
Members and top School District Administrators to
plan and discuss this issue, which is ongoing.
Thanks to all who participated in 2008-2009 HOPE
annual cycle. Besides attending the Nehemiah
Action, many of you participated in the Listening
Process where concerns were identified. Tempie
Taudte and Bud Clough attended research meetings
to develop solutions during the Research to Action
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Process. And approximately 40 members and
friends invested last year in the 2008 Support Drive,
for a total of over $4,000.
We are beginning the 2009-2010 annual cycle, with
the 2009 Investment Drive in June & July, followed
by the Listening Progress Training/Kick-Off August
20th. To learn more about our justice work in
HOPE, read the brochure in the entryway and/or
contact one of our team members.
Submitted by Carol Partington -
yellowcap9@yahoo.com

Pennies

for Peace

Our Kids are learning to build a fair

and peaceful world by helping others. They are
raising money to buy school supplies for children in
Pakistan. WHY? Educating the world’s children is
the best way to promote peace. HOW? As part of
the summer RE program, children will be collecting
pennies for their Pennies for Peace jars. There are
many ways to collect pennies. Tips can be found in
the weekly order of service. For example, all
children need to do summer reading. Read and
discuss a book with your children. Give them extra
pennies for their Pennies for Peace jar. Let them
know that reading is important for everyone and
that you want all kids to be able to read. Also, go on
a Treasure Hunt. Pennies can pop up in unexpected
places. Check your car, your piggy bank, the
washer and dryer, under the bed and other furniture,
and in your pockets. Be sure to have an adult
supervise the Treasure Hunt. Good luck and happy
hunting.

The wrap up activity will be on August 30" when
the children will be in church for the first part of the
service. They will come forward with their penny
jars to show how much money they collected. The
congregation will recognize them for their hard
work, goodwill, and philanthropy. The future can
be brighter and peace can be achieved through the
power of pennies.

PENNIES FOR PEACE
Ronnie, Dawn, & Kathi

The church’s web address is http://www.uutampa.org
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R .E.flections

By Katie Culbert
Director of Religious Education

Summer Religious Education

We continue our summer of spiritual
practice this July with the following
activities: Accessibility justice with a picnic at Freedom
Playground following service, floral arrangement/making &
giving gifts, play/bonding games, & Runes. Please join us
each Sunday in the small dome at 11:00 for summer RE. We
will return to our routine of having the children in service for
the first 15 minutes in the fall.

Safety

Parents, please remember that RE ends at 12:15. Please pick
your child up at that time and bring them with you if you
return to the sanctuary for coffee hour. Please do not leave
them on the playground unsupervised. The teachers are not
allowed to leave their students until all children are with their
parents and we want to give them a chance to enjoy coffee
hour too! Also, remember to sign your children out on the
sign-in/sign-out sheet. The sheet is located on the counter
ledge just inside the small dome front door. Thanks!

Please note, children are no longer allowed in the balcony
without a parent. We will be putting up signs so please share
this information with your child and help us keep our children
safe.

Fall Teacher Recruitment

Over the summer we will begin recruiting teachers to teach
our new curriculum, Tapestry of Faith, in September. To
encourage you to say “YES!” when you are asked to teach, I
would like to share with you this little ditty:

Fall RE Teacher Recruitment, Dr. Seuss Style
Written by Julie Enersen, adapted by Katie Culbert

Would you like to teach UUs?

Tell me, tell me which you'd choose.
Would you like fifth grade or first?
Choosing none would be the worst.

I would not, could not teach UUs.
That is not something | would choose.
| can't imagine where I'd start.

I've no great knowledge to impart.

Would you, could you with a guide?
Cuz Katie will be by your side
And she’ll provide curriculum
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So you'll look smart instead of dumb.

Well, possibly if there's a guide
And Katie will be by my side

And she’ll provide curriculum

So | look smart instead of dumb.
But will you stay in class with me?
Just think how nervous | would be!

Well, I could do it if I thought

That I'd have help each time | taught.
I know that | should volunteer

But would I have to give a year?

Would you, could you for twelve weeks?
Sure you'll miss when Rev. Sara speaks
But you'll contribute more in there

Than sitting in that maroon chair.

Would you like it if | say

That you'll come into church one day
And a smiling kid will wave and that
you'll be the one she's waving at?
You will connect with parents too

And learn what's what and who's with who.

They'll thank you for the job you did
In working hard to teach their kid
And if those reasons aren't ideal
Here is one that could appeal:

When you teach you just might find
Your own beliefs get more refined.

It might be fun if like you say

Kids wave at me at church some day
And | connect with parents while
Refining my believing style

But in my real life | don't teach.
Won't these kids be hard to reach?

Would you, could you, if you knew

About the kids who'll be with you?

They value interest over skill

They look for patience, heart, and will

They just want folks who'll help them learn
Sign up, sign up, and take your turn.

All right, if you will let me be

I'll sign up and then we'll see...

Say! | like this teaching stuff.

| don't think I can get enough.

Sign me up for six weeks more.

I should have done this years before
Everything you said is true.

I've met some kids and parents, too.
I do so like to teach UUs.

I am so glad you helped me choose!
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FROM THE
PRESI DENTOs
DESK

This month, June, begins
the end of our Program
Year. When | joined the
Church twelve years ago, this period was the
beginning of our summer season. From the view
point of the congregation, the summer season
usually meant seldom having our Minister in the
pulpit, no Choir, few in attendance (guests
sometimes outnumbering members), and a light
collection plate. The good news is our Minister, the
Reverend Doctor Sara Zimmerman, does not take
the summer off. We do get to hear her preach
regularly from the pulpit throughout the summer,
indicating the new vitality of our Program Year. As
the quality of our programs remains high through
the summer months, hopefully so will our
attendance at Sunday services and the size of the
income from the collection plate.

Regular attendance helps us all to recognize and
get to know each other better. One of the goals of
our Board of Trustees is to have its members more
recognizable at Church services. Our
“Conversations with the Board” series, discussion
sessions with the congregation following services
on the last Sunday of each month, is one way of
achieving this. Another way, started last month, is
with specially marked ribbons on the Board
members’ name tags. These ribbons are red with
the gold lettering “Board Member” imprinted on
them. When you see someone sporting one of these
ribbons on their name tag, please say hello and feel
free to engage them in some meaningful “coffee”
conversation.

Ed Benedict.
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UUA TRUUSTEE

TIDBITS
Joan Lund, June 2009

Last month I wrote about the
proposed terms of the President and
Moderator in the UUA Bylaws
changing from four years, with the
possibility of serving two terms, to one six-year term for
each office. There will be a Presidential Search
Committee (PSC) who will submit at least 2 nominations
for UUA President at the end of a presidential term or
when a vacancy occurs in the office prior to October of
the year before the election. The report of the PSC will
be announced at GA one year before GA at which there
is to be an election, except in the case of an election to
fill a vacancy occurring after that date.

For the election of the Moderator the Board of Trustees
(BOT) will submit one or more nominations for the
office at the end of the Moderator’s term or when a
vacancy occurs in the office prior to October of the year
before the election. The report of the BOT will be
presented at GA one year before the GA at which there is
to be a Moderator election, except in the case of an
election to fill a vacancy occurring after that date.

To run by petition for the Office of President or
Moderator, or to fill a vacancy in an unexpired term
which occurs prior to December 1% of the year before the
election the petition may be signed by no fewer than
twenty-five certified member congregations, including
no fewer than five certified member congregations
located in each of no fewer than five different district.
The proposed change in Section 9.6 is in the word
“may”. The Bylaws currently states “shall”.

Certainly the proposed Bylaws changes for President
and Moderator are significant and important ones which
should prompt much discussion. | hope each Florida
District congregation will devote time and energy to
debate/discussion concerning the changes. Please know |
look forward to hearing from you at jlund@uua.org or
813-931-9727. | wish a relaxing summer to you all!

The church’s web address is http://www.uutampa.org
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BOOK SALE: Get ready for the hot

summer ahead by picking up a few books by
your favorite author. We already have a good supply of
books but are accepting your old videos and CD's. All
books, eddies & CD's all reasonably priced. Sale is
from 10a.m. to 2p.m.Sunday, June 29th. Got questions?
Call Joyce Formica

d

A THREE-RING THANKS
Candy Gale, chairman of the
Religious Education Committee,
thanks her wonderful

committee and everyone who
worked with it to make the

first Family Circus event a
success.

“There really was a whole village
of people who worked to make this event happen,”
Candy said.

The group organizers are already working to make
next year’s family event even better! The circus
netted a profit for the church of $775.

FRIENDSHIP DINNERS
By Martha Robinson, Chair
Upcoming dinners are planned in July and September.

A congregational Friendship Dinner will be held Sept.13
at the church to honor Rev Sara's graduation. And Judy
and Ralph Lehman will host a dinner at their home July
18. Sign-up sheets will be posted on the bulletin board
closer to the scheduled events.

If you would like to open your home and be a host,
please call Martha Robinson (985-4777)
(martyr1141@gmail. com) or see me at church. The
usual date for the dinner is the second Saturday of the
month. To those people who are new to the area and
UUCT it would be great if you would sign up to attend a
dinner. We are anxious to get to know you better and
these dinners are a perfect way for us to meet you on a
more personal basis.
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UUCT Calendar of weekly events
SUNDAY

9:45AM Green Group

11AM Sunday Service

11AM (Grades 1-12) Youth R.E. (Small
Dome)

11AmM Child Care for babies in the Nursery

THURSDAYS
8:30AM Nature Walk in the Park

(info: 813-988-6453)
July Events
Below is a listing of recurring and special
events not highlighted elsewhere in the
Domelight. For a complete listing of events,
visit the calendar at www.uutampa.org,
where you can click on events to pull up
additional information for each listing.

Tuesday, June 30: 2 p.m., Campfire USA,
5:30pm, Lifespan RE: Zen Meditation
7 pm, Worship Committee

Wednesday, July 1:
7 pm Tibetan Buddhist Meditation

Thursday, July 2: 8:30 am, Walk in the
Park;
7 pm, Children & Youth RE Committee

Saturday, July 4:
7:30 pm, CUUPS: Full Moon Circle

Monday, July 6: 7 p.m., CUUPS meeting
7 p.m., Social Action Committee

Tuedsay, July 7: 5:30 pm, Lifespan RE: Zen

The church’s web address is http://www.uutampa.org
The church’s email address is info@uutampa.org. This mailbox will be checked weekly.

Articles and other comments about the Domelight should be sent to: domelight@uutampa.org
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Meditation
7 p.m., Worship Committee

Wednesday, July 8:

7 pm Tibetan Buddhist Meditation, SHAAG

And Membership Committee

Saturday, July 11: 9 a.m., Building and
Grounds

Monday, July 13: 7 pm, Finance
Committee

Tuesday, July 14: 2 p.m., Campfire USA;
5:30pm Lifespan RE: Zen Meditation

Wednesday, July 15: 7 pm Tibetan
Buddhist Meditation

Thursday, July 16: 8:30 a.m., Walk in the
Park
6 p.m., Board of Trustees

Tuesday, July 21: 5:30pm Lifespan RE:
Zen Meditation

Wednesday, July 22: 7 p.m., SHAAG,
Tibetan Buddhist Meditation

Tuesday, July 28: 2 p.m., Campfire USA,
5:30pm, Lifespan RE: Zen Meditation

7 p.m, Small Group Ministry: Women’s
Spiritualy Covenent Group

Wednesday, July 29: 7 p.m. Tibetan
Buddhist Meditation

July 2009

* Travel and stay in homes of people
who share your ideals

* Learn about hosting people in your
home to earn extra money

The UU bed and breakfast directory
UUre Home (formerly Homecomings)
offers a network of hosts in the United
States (and a few abroad) who enjoy
meeting new friends and are happy to
open their home to like-minded people.
Travel to different cities and stay in
reasonably priced accomodations or
become a host and enjoy meeting new
friends.

U Fon

www.UUreHome.com

For more information, visit 43 Vermont Court
www.UUreHome.com Asheville, NC 28806
or write to 828-281-3253
info@uurehome.com

Condo for Sale

There is a one-bedroom condo currently on the
market that our church may receive some money
from its sale. The condo is near the Church and the
Temple Terrace/ USF area being located in the Place
One condo complex on 56 Street just south of the
Hillsborough River. It is being offered at a bargain
price. If you are interested in purchasing such a
piece of property, please call the responsible realtor,
Pattie Vargara, telephone 629-3883, for details.
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A Month of Sundays at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa

July 5: What is the Fourth of July to Me? Living Democracy Bend the Ballot Box

Our guest speaker will be the Reverend Sharon Streater, Lead Organizer for the Hillsborough County Organization for
Progress and Equality of which UUCT is a member. Rev. Streater has generously offered to remain after the service to
have a group discussion with those who are interested in becoming more active in HOPE.

July 12: Bringing it Home, from Salt Lake City to Tampa: The Top Ten Best Ideas from the 2009 General
Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association

Representatives from UUCT who are traveling to General Assembly in late June will huddle afterwards to compare notes

to consider this question: from all the speeches, workshops, worship services and plenary sessions, what are the Top Ten
significant ideas and issues for us at UUCT? Rev. Dr. Sara Zimmerman will provide the sermon/summary, with the
participation in the service of GA attendees.

July 19: What Can We Learn From Megachurches?

Dr. Ron Hammerle, our guest speaker, will share insights from his management and marketing studies of “megachurches.”
Ron says that “two elements go hand in hand in helping achieve successful growth: What happens inside and what
happens outside the building.” Ron and his wife Barb are friends of UUCT and bring four decades of experience with 11
UU congregations — and several megachurches—from coast to coast.

Ron earned his doctorate for interdisciplinary studies in medical ethics at the University of Chicago and did postdoctoral
work in leadership at the Peter Drucker Graduate School of Management.

July 26: What is Santeria?

Remember Ricky Ricardo on I Love Lucy playing his theme song, Babalu-Aye? Scholars who write about Santeria, an
Afro-Cuban religion, say that the Ricardo character was actually performing an ancient ritual of the African Yoruba
civilization. Rev. Dr. Zimmerman will explore the origins, beliefs and rituals of this mostly underground religion.

Domelight is a publication of:
The Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa
11400 Morris Bridge Rd
Tampa, FL 33637

813-988-8188
www.uutampa.org
info@uutampa.org
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