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Hello Everyone, 

Happy Birthday, Margaret Fuller!  

This year we mark the 200th anni-

versary of her birth in 1810.  

Who was Margaret Fuller?  And 

why has this Unitarian of the 19th 

century had not one but two ex-

tensive biographies published this year?  (by Charles 

Capper and Meg McGavran Murray.) 

Why indeed.  I know of few other women who have 

captured my imagination and awe to the extent that 

reading about Margaret Fuller has.  As far as I know, 

no one has made a film about her ï someone definitely 

should.   She was a journalist, critic, and womenôs ac-

tivist.   

 I imagine scenes like the following that would trace 

her life: 

Scenes depicting her childhood in Concord and her 

education at the hands of her father, Timothy Fuller.  

He was known to have kept her up late while he in-

sisted on her mastering the Aeneid.     

Scenes of her befriending Ralph Waldo Emerson and 

his circle.  Collaborating closely for nine years with 

Emerson to translate German poets and sacred Hindu 

texts and to edit the Transcendentalist journal The Dial.  

Now I admit that film footage of collaborating transla-

tors sounds about as visually exciting as those day-long 

films that Andy Warhol used to make with inert sub-

jects like the Empire State building.  The action in my 

imaginary Margaret Fuller film would increase when 

she left New England for her many adventures, such as: 

Scenes of her visiting the womenôs prison at Sing-Sing 

and voicing her compassion for the prisoners.  She 

wrote that they were ñwomen like myself, save that 

they are victims of wrong and misfortune.ò    

Scenes of her accepting Horace Greeleyôs offer of a 

position at the New York Tribune, and her life in New 

York City as a reporter on social problems.  She sup-

ported the antislavery movement. 

Scenes of her life in Europe as a foreign correspon-

dent for the Tribune.  She met famous writers and 

poets including George Sand, aka Amantine, 

Aurore Lucile Dupin, later Baroness Dudevant, a 

French novelist.    

 

And the action builds. 

Scenes of her arrival in Italy in 1847 and shortly 

after meeting Giovanni Angelo Ossoli.  Being 

swept off her feet by him and working with him on 

behalf of the Italian struggle for unity and inde-

pendence.  She and Ossoli have a child.  Did they 

marry at this point?  Scholars are not certain.  

Probably.  A wedding scene! 

  And then, scenes leading up to the tragic ending. 

Scenes of Fuller, Ossoli, and the baby boarding a mer-

chant ship in Livorno, Italy, for their journey to New 

York.  The ship wrecks off the coast of Fire Island, 

within view of the shore.  Scholars are not in agree-

ment about what happens next:  Since they were so 

close to shore, could they have saved themselves from 

drowning?  Films rarely depict ambiguities on issues 

like this.  The ending would have to be definitive.  Did 

Fuller try to save herself? 

No one knows for sure.  On July 19, 1850, the ship 

wrecked so close to shore that it is said rescuers could 

be heard shouting and their torches could be seen by 

the shipôs passengers.  I imagine that yes, Margaret 

Fuller Ossoli, a woman of great courage and determi-

nation would have tried.  

See you at church! 

Rev. Sara 

revsaraz@aol.com,  

March 2010 

mailto:revsaraz@aol.com
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Circles In The Woods 
CUUPS 
By Ruth Davis 

 

Circles in the Woods CUUPS 

(Covenant of Unitarian Universalist 

Pagans) is a committee within the Unitarian Universal-

ist Church of Tampa. 

 

Full Moon Celebrations 

We host Full Moon Celebrations on the Saturday clos-

est to the Full Moon at 7:30pm, followed by shared 

feasting. This is an open family event; however, child-

care is not provided, so parents are responsible for the 

care of their children. First-time ritual attendees are 

welcomed and encouraged to attend!  

 
March 27th   Full Moon Celebration - Day and Night are 

now equal with the recent Spring Equinox.  A local group, 

WitchCrafters, will present a fun and inspiring Full Moon 

Celebration.   

 

Wicca 101 ï Circles in the Woods CUUPS will wrap up the 

last two classes in this series: 

March 1st ï Ritual Basics 

March 15th ï The Working Circle 

Itôs too late to join in now.  If you missed it, we will do it 

again in 2011!  

 

If you have any questions about Circles in the Woods 

CUUPS, see Ollis Hughes. 

 

Domelight is published monthly by: 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa 

11400 Morris Bridge Rd 

Tampa, FL 33637-1902 

(813)988-8188 

Download from http://www.uutampa.org  free of 

charge. For a 1 year subscription by mail, please 

make a $15.00 donation to the church office. Mark it 

DOMELIGHT SUBSCRIPTION. Domelight deadline 

is generally the Sunday closest to the 15th of each 

month. Articles may be submitted by e-mail to Dome-

light@uutampa.org Submissions should include a 

contact name and phone number.  Editor: Liz Bleau 

We need your participation to make  

a difference in our community 

 HOPEôs power is in the number of 

people we turn out for the Nehemiah  

Action in April. UUCTôs Justice  

Ministry Network is the vehicle we use to build 
this power. 

This yearôs issues are Homelessness/IDs and 

Birth Certificates and Voicemail, Youth and 

Education/Afterschool Programs in Targeted 

Middle Schools and Dental Care for low in-

come children and adults. Research committee 

reports and specific Action Recommendations 

will be presented at the March Rally. This is 

when we say how many people we will turnout 

to the Action.  

At the April Nehemiah Action, we gain com-

mitments from decision makers on our issue 

proposals. This year HOPEôs goal is 1,500 or 

more people in attendance.  

To ensure that HOPE meets this goal, member 

congregations form networks (Justice Ministry 

Networks). Team Members recruit Network 

Members. Each Network Member commits to 

attend the Rally and bring 3 or more people 

with them to the Action. UUCTôs goal is 100 - 

our estimated average weekly attendance. 

Twenty-five people, each bringing three, would 

yield 100 at the Action. Currently we have 4 

Team Members and eleven Network Members. 

We need 10 or more additional Network Mem-

bers! We need YOU!  

On March 7th, after church, our Justice Net-

work will meet to divide up the names of 

church members and friends, to prevent dupli- 

(contined on next page) 

HOPE needs YOU!  

By Carol Partington 

http://www.uutampa.org/
mailto:Domelight@uutampa.org
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HOPE (continued from previous page) 

cation. This will ensure that everyone is invited to the 

Action.  

Those of you who are able, please join the Network. 

Those of you who are not, please plan to attend the Ac-

tion. If you do only one thing this year for justice, please 

take two hours out of your life and take a stand for jus-

tice at the HOPE Nehemiah Action!  

Mark these dates on your calendar now! A reminder: 

Signing in at the meetings is very important!  

March 7
th

, Sunday, after church. Justice Network 

Meeting to distribute names.  

March 22nd, Monday - RALLY  - 6:30 pm Sign-in, 

7:00- 8:30 Agenda, 

Location: To be announced.  

April 19th, Monday - Nehemiah ACTION - 6:30 pm 

Sign-in, 7:00 - 8:30 Agenda. 

Location: To be announced 

Goal: 1,500+,  All Network Members attend, each bring-

ing three or more. Come and bring family, friends and 

neighbors. Purpose is to gain commitments from deci-

sion makers on issue proposals. 

HOPE stands for the Hillsborough Organization for Pro-

gress and Equality. Our church is a long-standing mem-

ber of HOPE.  

Please contact Carol Partington, 813-985-9109; Judy 

Lane, 813-901-9157; Joan Lund, 813-931-9727; or 

Derek Johnson, 813-924-0215, to join the Justice Minis-

try Team or get more information. 

LEARNING BY HEART  

By Brock Leach, 

 Intern Minister 

ñSilence is golden.ò  As an introvert, that 

phrase conjures up in me wonderful restora-

tive images of sitting by a peaceful lake or 

standing atop a peak in the Rockiesðthe 

kind of setting in which all human striving is momentarily 

stilled. One of the disciplines of the chaplain experience, 

however, is learning the value of a different kind of silence, 

that which comes from stilling your own tongue.    Weôre 

being taught what you might call ñpower listeningò.  Instead 

of the normal give and take conversation designed to share 

information and perspective, a pastoral care conversation is 

meant to draw others into telling their own stories and call-

ing up their own resources for dealing with whatever trou-

bles them.   The chaplainôs role is to facilitate that process 

with prompts which encourage the person to venture a little 

deeper into the brambles. It requires that we refrain from 

diverting the conversation to ourselves or our own views. 

 

The other day I was with the estranged daughter of a man 

who was found slumped over at work.   The daughter, her 

boyfriend and a good friend of her fatherôs all met up at the 

hospital, and I walked with them through the decision to 

remove life support and helped them in the grieving process.  

While reminiscing, the conversation turned unexpectedly 

toward politics.  It turns out that the dying man had been a 

major Tea Party activist.  I sat with the three of them for a 

good hour while they enthusiastically espoused government 

conspiracy theories designed to ñseparate the people from 

their faithò and talked about all of us are being ñcontrolled 

by science and the mediaò.  They alluded to President 

Obama being like Willie Horton and went on to talk about 

how evolution is obviously a lie since it is so clearly contro-

verted by ñBiblical history.ò  Interestingly, none of these 

people went to church or engaged in any kind of devotional 

practice as far as I could tell.    It took every fiber of my 

chaplain being to keep my mouth shut and focus on what 

they were saying and what might underlie the tirade.  I was 

chagrined to find that I learned something. 

 

These three people were all quite lonelyðeach had suffered 

a string of broken relationships.  They saw their lives spin-

ning out of control, exacerbated by the recession. They 

wanted the ñfreedomò to do whatever they wanted in life  

 

(Continued on page 4) 
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FROM THE  

PRESIDENTõS DESK 

 

     One of our focuses in the 

coming months will be to 

examine the way our congre-

gation  uses technology to 

communicate within and out-

side of itself in order to im-

prove these communications 

processes.  This new focus is the direct development of 

a special presentation given to the Board of Trustees at 

its February 2010 meeting by Jay Hall and Sasha 

Drelles.  Jay and Sasha challenged the Board with the 

objective of  considering  how our church wishes to be-

come more effective in its use of technology to commu-

nicate with our members and the world, particularly in 

light of the every growing presence of the social net-

working technology, such as Facebook and blogs.  The 

Board accepted the challenge and asked our new Com-

munications Chair, Ron Hammerle, to form a special 

task force responsible for carry out this examination 

with the goal of develop recommendations for improv-

ing our technological communications process. 

      The task force will look at the distinguishing fea-

tures, benefits, and advantages of the different technolo-

gies, such as our website, social networks , and the list 

serve.  Naturally, much of the task forceôs work will 

require fact finding from members of our congregation,  

which we hope will be willing participants.  This neces-

sary fact finding process should help us identify who are 

our customers and determine their unique needs.  The 

end result will hopefully help us identify which technol-

ogy best address each group.   

     We do not have to be techies to know that 

the hard copy paper trails are quickly disappearing in 

this electronic age.   We are beginning to rely less on the 

phone and the mail system and more on emails to get the 

word out.  Most new comers no longer let ñtheir fingers 

do the walkingò but use the web to find our church.  Our 

website has become the new front door to our church.  

And thank you, Mary Francis, our web custodian, for 

developing our congregationôs web site/front door and 

keeping it looking informative, inviting, and welcoming.   

Ed Benedict  

LEARNING BY HEART  

(continued from Page 3) 

 

knowing there would be a job or a loan available when they 

needed it.  They longed for the security of a universal ethic, 

and the assurance that some compatriot would be there in a 

moment of need.   They desperately craved the community 

of like-minded people.   I learned that while their world-

views and solutions were in parts toxic, racist and frighten-

ing-- and 180 degrees from my own--the underlying emo-

tions from which they stemmed were very familiar.  In fact, 

they represented a deeper, common ground from which to 

start a more constructive conversation.  The prospect of ac-

tually holding that conversation is quite daunting, but it 

wouldnôt even be conceivable had I not first invoked the 

golden silence of my own tongue. 

 

UU Green Group 
By Tom Krumreich  

 

Well, changes are in the air with the UUCT Green Group. 

Weôve decided to change our meeting time to once per 

month just after services on Sundays starting Sunday, 

March, 14 from 12:30 to 1:30PM. in the large dome and 

every 3rd Sunday after that, so please note this change and 

plan to attend. 

 

I am hopeful that this change in meeting time will make it 

more convenient for folks to attend and I would encourage 

people to bring food for lunch. 

 

Since we are the Green Group, itôs been suggested that this 

first of our now monthly meetings should be themed around 

St. Patrickôs Day which is on the 17th, so why not wear the 

green to celebrate the Irish and to celebrate sustainable, 

green living? 

 

I plan to show the Florida Everglades DVD which I picked 

up at Clyde Butcherôs studio on the way back from UU 

SWIM this year. It is a really excellent story about the his-

tory of the beginnings of the efforts to restore the Ever-

glades back when they were proposing to build a huge inter-

national airport West of Miami right in the heart of the Big 

Cypress Swamp and, amazingly for the times, it was de-

feated. The effort culminated in the creation of the Big Cy-

press Swamp Preserve and the movement set the stage for 

the later comprehensive Everglades restoration project 

which continues today. 
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    VOLUNTEER  
FAIR    

  Save the Date ~April 11, 
2010 

  
 Interested in helping the 
UUCT church community but 
donôt know how to get in-
volved?  
 Looking for a short-term activity?   
Want to make new friends? 
If you answered yes to one or all of the above questions, 
then come to the first annual Volunteer Fair to be held at 
the UUCT on Sunday April 11, 2010 after the Church Ser-
vice. 
Whatôs a Volunteer Fair?   Itôs an opportunity for you to 
meet members of our church and to find out more about the 
committees that are necessary to keep UUCT up and run-
ning.   
Committees with a representative at the Fair include:    
Fundraising 
Building and Grounds 
Hospitality 
Membership 
H.O.P.E  ( Hillsborough Organization for Progress and 
Equality) 
Care 
Childrenôs Religious Education 
 
There will be free food, entertainment, childcare and lots of 
friends. 

UUA TRUSTEE TIDBITS  

Joan Lund, March 2010 

 

Itôs always rewarding and invigorating to 

know information written in this column is 

being read. Thanks to UUA Florida friends 

who are writing and calling me. Some folks 

are not agreeing with the UUA Boardôs deci-

sion to become a policy governance Board and 

others are saying they like the changes we are instituting. First, 

some background on why we are pursuing certain paths regarding 

our Board work. This year Unitarian Universalist Association of 

Congregations will celebrate its 50th Anniversary, with essentially 

the same governance structure that was put in place during the 

merger. During these past almost-fifty years several task forces 

have studied our UUA governance and came to much the same 

determination: our governance is too complex and is not effective. 

Our leaders are not authorized to do the jobs they were elected to 

do, the UUA Board is too big to be effective, and GA is too ex-

pensive, especially considering many delegates are not account-

able in any way to their respective congregations. The UUA Board 

and other leaders in our faith are continuing the conversation 

started with the District Presidentôs Association on the shift to-

ward regionalization during GA 2010, and we are making certain 

we include the voices of traditionally marginalized groups in our 

discussions. 

As you know from last monthôs column it is my intention to con-

tinue writing about the Boardôs commitment to link with one of 

our Sources (congregations). During the months of February and 

March each Board member will be contacting four to six congre-

gations and asking for a sit-down-together conversation or a tele-

phone conference call to talk with leadership and ministers about 

healthy relationships, specifically maintenance of healthy relation-

ships with our member congregations. In each district congrega-

tions were selected ñrandomlyò considering several factors: dis-

trict geographical size, number of congregations in the district, 

and size of membership within a congregation. Three to eight con-

gregations will be contacted within each district. Seven Florida 

congregations have been chosen; the congregations have been 

contacted and we are well on our way to scheduling our time to-

gether. I will be talking with leadership in four Florida District  

congregations, and have asked the president of the congregation to 

determine the participants.  

(Continued  in next column,) 

 
 

Trustee Tidbits 

 

 (continued )Once the Board has processed all the information 

received from our linkage congregations, we will make it avail-

able to all congregations. 

 

Note: I hope those of you who are interested in the work of the 

Fifth Principle Task Force to go to our UUA web site and link 

on to that report. Some of what is recommended is being con-

sidered in a motion the Board is putting forth at GA. Next 

month I plan to write about our June 2010 GA to be held in 

Minneapolis. Each year this is an exciting, exhilarating time in 

which there is ñsomething for all UUsò, plus there is important 

business to be determined. Hopefully many of you are planning 

to attend. Information can be found at www.uua.org. In the 

mean time contact me with your thoughts, suggestions, and 

questions: jlund@uua.org or 813-931-9727. And right now I 

sayébring on some warmer weather. 

mailto:jlund@uua.org
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R.E flections  

By Katie Colbert 

Director of Religious Education 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE FOLLOWING 

EVENTS:  

 

SUPER Building and Grounds Day!  All par-

ents and children are encouraged to attend this SUPER B & G day 

and assist with minor upkeep of our church buildings and grounds.  

Saturday, March 13, 9:00 am ï noon.  Lunch & childcare will 

be provided.    

 

Monthly Parents Potluck Picnic (PPP), March 21st on the play-

ground.  All March birthdays will be celebrated with a cake and 

song!   

 

Easter Celebration and Flower Communion, Sunday, April 

4th. Multigenerational worship service will be followed by an 

Easter Egg Hunt and a Potluck Picnic.  

 

Please bring a flower to exchange during the communion and a 

dish to share at the potluck.  

 

Parents with children participating in the Easter Egg Hunt: Bring a 

basket and one dozen filled plastic eggs for each child.   

 

WHATôS GOING ON IN RE?   

  

In Creating Home this month, 6 ï 8 year old participants will 

¶ Gain an explanation of the words "ancestor" and "legacy" 

¶ Through a story, understand how ancestors can leave a legacy 

to those they love 

¶ Learn about famous Unitarian Universalists 

¶ Create a special place to honor our faith ancestors 

¶ Learn and try a body prayer 

¶ Optional: Discover who founded or shaped their faith home 

Optional: Hear of a Unitarian Universalist ancestor with whom the 

leader feels a personal connection 

 

In Toolbox of Faith this month, 9 ï 11 year old participants will 

¶ Connect the symbol of a hammer with the power for good 

¶ Hear a story about a Unitarian minister and a community of 

abolitionists who used their power to question government author-

ity and defy the Fugitive Slave Law, contributing to the anti-

slavery cause 

¶ Experience power and strength in a variety of games 

¶ Learn a song that uses the hammer as a metaphor for an indi-

vidual's power to fight injustice 

¶ Reflect on the implications of using power, and how it can be 

used for good or for bad 

Buildings and Grounds Spring Work Out  

During the week of 

March 7-13 Build-

ings and Grounds is 

asking everyone in 

the church commu-

nity to donate 2 

hours of your time 

to help spruce up 

and work on special 

projects around the 

church. 

  

The primary time 

will be 9-12 on Sat-

urday March 13, 

but if youôre tied up 

during that time, 

there are plenty of 

tasks that can be accomplished any time that week (or 

anytime in March if need be). 

  

I need people to help make phone calls...to pick up sup-

plies... to plan for food... to make sandwiches and set 

up lunch... to build things... to prune vines and 

bushes... to paint signs... to clean inside and out... to 

spread mulch ... to sweep... to have fun and make con-

nections in the church... and more.  Do you have a spe-

cial project you would like help to do? 

  

Look for the sign-up sheets in church and to pick a pro-

ject and work time. 

  

Call Marla Frazer for any ideas, suggestions, and to 

volunteer. 

Marla can be reached at 777-9931 or  

marlafrazer@gmail.com 

  

Thank you to everyone.  See you March 13. 

                                    


