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Rev. Sara Zimmerman Minister Katie Templin Culbert, Dir. Religious Education

Mi ni sterdés Musi ngs
Rev. Sara Zimmerman

Hello Everyone:

| 6m pr epar Ulhlgl class intheea sedsiondl. three are scheduled for Thursdays, 7 PM to 9 PM in the Big Dome.

Starting November28 Conti nui ng December 6t h uavouttl regietTh do sd, $end me anemdil gt a r
revsaraz@aol.copor call the church at (813)988BL88 and just tell me your name(s) and phone number and/or email adtiedss.

way | 611 know how much ice cream to bring.

Who should take the class?

You should take this class if youesinterested in learning the historical highlights of Unitarian Universalism, all the way back to the
17th century.

You should take this class if you are attending, or thinking of attending this church, and would like to know aboutirirgpeh.

You should take this class if you have been attending and are interested in becoming a voting and pledging member of the
congregation. Webdl I have a New Member Sunday on December 1

You should take tlsi class if you have been a member for a time and would like a refresher course.

You should take this class if you would like to get together with others socially, in collaborative learning and whilmdeepen
affiliation with the church.

At the endof the class, if you have attended all three sessions, you probably will be able to answer these and similar questions with
a momentds hesitation:

What do Unitarian Universalists believe?

Why did you become, or why are you thinking of becomind U

Can you state your basic personal UU beliefs in one minute?

What is the source of those beliefs?

Do UUs have a creed, like the Apostles Creed?

What was the Council of Nicea in AD325?

What are the Seven Principles and what does eazmean to pu?

What did fAUniversalismd mean originally, and what does it
What did AUnitariani smo mean originally, and what does it
What happened in 1961 of significance to Unitarian Universalism?

How were the following important to the UU mawent? Michael Servetus, Faustus Socinus, Joseph Priestley, Benjamin Rush,
Thomas Jefferson, William Ellery Channing, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Olympia Brown.

See you in church!

With gratitude,
Rev. Sara


mailto:revsaraz@aol.com
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REflections
Katie Templin Culbert

One of my favorite things as a child was tiny
envelopes. Once a year | received in the mail a tiny
box of tiny envelopes from my Baptist church. Each
tiny envelope had my name printed on it and each
Sunday my mother would give me a dollar to place
into the tiny envelop e for the offering. | loved that
the tiny envelope was mine and that the offering |
was putting in the basket was from me. | was
contributing to the church. | knew that was
important. It made me feel good. Several parents
have inquired about how their children can
contribute to the church offering each Sunday.
Teachers have also expressed a need since they are
in the small dome teaching when the offering is
being collected in the big dome. Beginning in
November, there will be an offering box located in
the small dome. Teachers and students can place
their offering in  the box and a member of the RE
Committee will place those donations in the

of fering basket during
encourage our children to be active stewards of our
congregation and contribute to the offering box
each week. Tiny offering envelopes will be available
next to the box.

Guest at Your Table , the annual fundraiser for the
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee kicks off
on Sunday, November 18 " The Unitarian
Universalist Service Committee, founded in 1939 to
rescue victims of Nazi persecution, is an
independent human rights organization whose work
is grounded in UU principles and is made possible by
the activism and generosity of more than 47,000
members and supporters. For more than 30 years,
UU communities nationwide have participated in
Guest at Your Table (GAYT). They have come
together for this special tradition to give thanks,
celebrate UU values, and partner with UUSC to
change the world. This year, GAYT patrticipants are
celebrating the work of UUSC and its program
partners to strengthen workers' rights; protect the
right to safe, affordable water; defend civil liberties
and democratic processes; and preserve the rights
of vuln erable people after disasters. Guest at Your

November 2007

Table is our UU tradition for educating our
communities about human needs and human rights,
and sharing our blessings. Every family is
encouraged to take a GAYT box home to keep on
their ta ble during the holiday season. At each
meal you will co ntribute money to the box,
imagining that your family is hosing a guest at

your table. If you are unable to attend the Guest at
Your Table Thanksgiving worship service on
November 18", please pick up a box in the foyer
during the weeks after. In January, count the money
you have collected and write a check to UUSC in
that amount. Please remember, all donations of
$75.00 or more will be matched by the congregation
at Shelter Rock.

It Takes a Village: Volunteer Opportunities!
Please support our growing REprogram! We have
many needs and will find a job that utilizes your
gifts. Contact Katie Culbert or a member of the RE
Committee to volunteer. Training & curriculum is
provided. All parents with children in the program

w o rake pxpgsteddaeveluntieas troughow t thesyear.

Note to Parents : Children strengthen relationships
with peers and develop a sense of belonging by
attending Religious Education classes regularly.
Teachers put time, energy and love into their
lessons and are sad & frustrated when they ar e
unable to share it with a full class. Please bring your
children on a regular basis and let us know if there
is anything we can do to help make this happen.

Mark your calendars now ~ December 2007!!!
Following service on Sunday, December 2 ™ we wil |
be having an All-Church Holiday Kick -off Party .
We will decorate the church for the holidays while
enjoying food, crafts and festive music. Our
intergenerational holiday service  will be on
Sunday, December23™. Thi s year ds
Winter Solstice. We will need participants of all
ages! Please contact Katie as soon as possible to
sign up.
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UUA Trustee Tidbits Board Bytes
Joan Lund Mary Francis, Secretary
November alreadyé | sincer el Eachnwoptreweyeoeive and discugsrepmsmitha Ministery e a r

going well and you are energized by cooler weather. By the tim®irector of Religious Education, Treasurer, and Board /
youfind this in your newsletter | will have returned from the Committee Liaisons.

October Board of Trustees (BOT) meeting and written a report

for the District Packet and web page. This month the informatioAt the September meeting, we elected officers as follows:
will be about The Board of Review (formerly known as the Diana Stevens, President

Ministerial Fellowship Board of Review). This Board hears Bill Blymiller, Vice President

appeals from ministers and credentialed religious educators whiary Francis, Secretary

have had their fellowship or status as credentialed religious  Russ Patterson, Traagr

educator terminated by the Ministerial Fellowship Committee

(MFC) or the Religious Eatation Credentialing Committee So, Mary Francis replaced Tempie Taudte as Secretary, and
(RECC). No appeal is per mitt BubsPatietsanreplacéddd Bepedict ds TredsurdR Besure iw 6 s
Decision. thank both Tempie and Ed for their work and dedication! Of

course, they remain as Board members.
Due to a bylaw change passed by the delegates to the 2007 y
General Assembly (GA) the BOT approves the rules of the The Einance C(nggmittee reportéwat Miracle Sunday was a

qurd OT Review, WhiCh para!lels the BO'B au thor .i t yuccésgl 'We ExdeBded our goal and raised $12,908. While the
Ministerial Fellowship Committee and the Religious Education . o ot \vas fun entertaining and successful, many

Cregjenualmg Comm|.ttee_ Rules. The Board of Review consists -+ itions came postvent. Thank you!
of eight members which includes three members who are
ministers in final ministerial fellowship with the Unitarian
Universalist Association for at least seven continuous years; a

credentialed rgllglous educa{mas_ters Iev_el_; and four members fundraising for the district fell during on our Stewardship week.
who are not ministers or credentialed religious educators who The Board agreed to designate half the funds raised at the
have been members of a congregation for at least three years 8Secember Auction to the Marketing Campaign. Anyone

an officer or member of the governing body of that interested is invited to West Cteal Cluster Meeting on Nov. 3

congregation. Board of Review r_nembers are elected by the in Clearwater from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. We want to be ready
delegates at GA and serve for eight years. No member of the and welcoming to those who visit our church!

Board of Review is permitted to be a member of the MFC, the
RECC, or hold any salaried gition in the Association. We

There was much discussion about the upcoming UUA marketing
campaign irour Florida district. The marketing campaign

will soon initiate the plan

A minister in final ministerial fellowship whose fellowship has ~Which will be early in 2008 and coincide with UU Assataon

been terminated may appeal the determination of the MFC to thaunday service.

Board of Review, who has exclusive jurisdiction to hear and

decide on the appeal. A credentialedgielis educator whose The Board also held a retreat weekend meeting on Octotfer 12
status has been terminated may appeal the determination of thénd 13th to plan for 2008. Ken Hurto from the Florida District
RECC to the Board of Review who has exclusive jurisdiction to Office assisted in setting goals in the areas of Worship,

hear and decide on the appeal. An appeal to the Board of Revidwgadership, Spiritual Discernment, Administratidahagement,

is heard by a panel of that Board selecteitdyules. The panel ~ Beloved Community, and Witness. These turned out to be
hearing an appeal does not i Hsefy gategores and thesBoardphgsimorg workyo de ia this aseg s
record made before the MFC or RECC. The panel must uphold S0 watchBoard Bytesas we continue to work through the

the decision of the MFC or RECC if it can be sustained by a  Process and take action on the priorities. 2008 promises to be a
reasonable view of the record, and in the absenoewly productive and exciting year!

ascertained information. The panel may set aside the decision of

the MFC or RECC only when it Bo§mosednfornationy please seg the naopt regept Copyof thep r e
manifest injustice. minutes, which is posted on a bulletin board in the foyer, or ask

. any board member.
The rules of the Board of Review can be found on the UUA web

site. You can contact me jaind@uua.orgr at 813931-9727. | d
always enjoy, and profit from hearing from you. May you
experience a blessed Thanksgiving and be of good health.

Page3
The churchés web address is http:// www. uut
T he c¢ hemaladdiess imfo@uutampa.orgThis mailbox will be checked weekly.
Articles and other comments about the Domelight should be sent to: domelight@chrisandjamie.net



mailto:jlund@uua.org

Book Sale Kickoff
Ruth Davis

Watch for the UUCT Book Sales on the 1st Sundary other
month, following services. The schedule is:

December 2nd, 2007
April 6th, 2008

February 3rd, 2008
June 1st, 2008

So bring some extra coins for some good reading and even gifts.

If you want more information or want to purchase a book
beween book sales, contact Ruth Davis at
harpsofwinds@tampabay.rr.com

d

Missing your Domelight?

A 1-year subscription by mail is still available! Stop by the
office with a $15.00 donatichbe sure to mark Domelight
and include your name and address.

November 2007

Domelight is published monthly by:

Unitarian Universalist Church gfampa
11400 Morris Bridge Rd
Tampa, FL 33632902

(813)9888188

Download fromhttp://www.uutampa.orgfree of charge For a
1 year subscription ¥mail, pleasemake a $5.00donationto
the church office Mark it DOMELIGHT SUBSCRIPTION.
Domelightdeadline is generally the Sunday closest to tffeof5
each month. Deadline for the next issuatithe end of service
onNovember 18". Articles may be submitted byraail to
Domelight@chrisandjamie.net left in the Domelight box in
the church office.

Submissions should include a contact name and phone
number. Editor: Chris Hendrickx

d

Green Challenge
Brittany Bennett

This monthés AGreen
from stores and start using reusable bags!
Did you know thaté

1T AiéSociety's consumption
over500,000,000,000 (that's 500 billiorplastic bags
annually, oralmost mi I | i on per

1 A Si rugelbags made of higiensitypolyethylene
(HDPE) are the main culprit. Once brought into

rate 1 s

mi nVice Rresident Bill Blymiller

1 7 Ac c or @he Wall Street Journathe U.S. goes
through 100 billion plastic shopping dggannually. An

estimated 12 million barrels of oil is required to make

t hat many
T APl astic

plastic bags.
bags cause ove

0
r 1

marine animal deaths every year when animals mistake

umul
gr o
abl

them for food. o

T AThe average f antdastichagsirc c
only four trips to the

1T AEach high quality reus
potential to eliminate an average of 1,000 plastic bags
over its I|lifetime.o

T APl astic bags dondét ®Wio

breaking down into smallemnd smaller toxic bits

deg!

contaminating soil and waterways and entering the food

web when animals accidentally ingéds¢m ©
-Information fromhttp://www.reusablebags.com/

Here are some resources for learning naome for acquiring
reusable bags of your own:

1 http://www.reusablebags.com/

1 http://www.shop.greensak.com/main.sc

1 http://www.ecobags.com/

1 http://www.chicobag.com/

Searching online can yield great resources; also, if you shop at

Publ i x, c¢check outverydifedable afidg r
functional! As always, if you do haysastic bags at home,
remembeto reuse and/or recycle theRublix offers plastic bag
recycling as well.

d

Getting Green
Betty Kaminker

The Green Groumeetson Sunday from

9:45am10:45am We discusdssues of the

environmemnand sustainable livindevery

week theras a different facilitator and

perhaps guest speakefry to atend even

if you cannot beherefor the entire hour. Evgbody can make

2466568 or Carolyn at 980771.
d
UUCT BOARD OF TRUSTEES
st e at

now e i mat we
Presideni Diana Stevens Memberi Tempie Taudie
Memberi Ralph Lehman
Treasureil Russell Patterson

Secretary Mary Francis Memberi Kathy Hunter

existence to tote your purchases, they'll accumulate andlemberi Ed Benedict

persist on our planet for up to 1,000 years.o
Paged
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Ch a lagse n g & @ntributieniCone join ¥si ogmore linfprenatipnecall Betty at

Memberi Felice Richardson
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Calendars The Prez Says
Jamie Hendrickx, Interim Office Administrator Diana Stevens

Your Board of Trustees has been hard at work on your behalf.
We have a full board of 9 members: Diana Stevens, president;
Bill Blymiller, vice-president; Rasell Patterson, treasurer; Mary
Francis, secretary; Ralph Lehman, Ed Benedict, Tempie Taudie,
Felice Richardson and Kathy Hunt&¥.e are available to hear
from you at any time.

We now have 2 sets of calendars for the chuifhe first one is
the old one in the office which is fevents AT UUCT only.
Please do not write on this calendar. To schedule an event at
UUCT, please complete a calendar request form located under
the calendars on the wall.

Thesecond one is a mecalendatocated

on the door of the office. Itis thdUCT
Community Calendaandis for the UUCT
church and church related events that are

We went on a weeknd Board Retreat with Rewsrd Sara
Zimmerman in OctobefFlorida District Executive Kenn Hurto
came for a morning to assist w
working relatonship with our new MinisteEach member of the

notnecessarilhappening abUCT. It will be Board, the Board as a wholnd the Minister have strengths and
kept up to date on the office door and on the web page. weaknesses that are bght to their participation. During the
Examplesof events for these calendars include, but are not two days, we became more fami/]l
limited to, the following: styles and have formed a bond that will assist wedrking
I INTERWEAVE activities such as Winter Pride and St. efficiently togetherWe explored our expectations for the
Pete Pride coming year and set goals for selves and the church.

I H.O.P.E. activities such as the Annual Convention and

Nehemiah Action The goals we have are divided into the following six categories:

Worship, Spiritual Discernment, Creating the Beloved

% Eteggsgéggqgiresats communit_y, Witness?ng tp Our FaitAdministration and _
1 Commitee meetings that are afte LeadershipWe kept in mmd_that our chur(_:h focus fordlyiear
§ RE activities such as the MLK day parade and Popcor and the next three yearsReligious EducationVe feel that
- nmaking goals in all these areas will help us remember that the
and Opinions ) Board of UUCT is a Stewdrof the many facets of UUCQur
T RUUGS excursions goals are not just for the Board, they are for the entire
1 WalkIn The Park _ congregtion. Religious Education and the up coming UUA
' UUA West Central Cluster Meetings Tampa Bay Marketing Campaign will require the entire church
¢ 0 mmu nparticipatien.We will be taking a look at our
There are several ways to add an event to the calendar: practices and how they relate to newcomers and how they
A Email the information to Mary Frais at encourge people to stay and joiis.The first step will be the
_ gldnpuma@earthlink.net _ November % planning meeting at the Clearwater UU Cliute
A Phone the office with the information 98888 di s cBuessst 6P rQarcchuick lasmudh to offer the other
A Email the information to the office at churches but there is always something to learn and wéavill
~ info@uutampa.org . ] there for the discussionslembersof the Board and
A Leave anote on the dry erase board Withdate, time,  pMembership Team will attend and bring back the information.
location, and event and your contact information for - Anyone who is interested can attéingee the bulletin board in
_any questions. the hall for information.
A Write the information on the date on the calendars on
the office door(Please include contact information.) ~ November28wi | |  be t he nueixtth fitChoen vBeor

after churchlt is a time to ask questions and discuss with the

We hope that having this information available will encourage Board what is on your mind.
members and friends to be more involved in UUCT i@y _ o o
questions, ask the interim office administrator, Jamie HendrickxOne big, fun, celebration is the Installati®arvice for Rev. Sara

(info@uutampa.orgr 813988-8188). The calendar is also Zimmerman on March", 2008 If you would like to be on the
available online atvww.uutampa.org/Calendar.htm planning committeé let us knowWe also need a cooritor
for this eventWe will be celebrating at the church with people
d from the UUA and our area church&ge aredelighted to have

Rev. Sara as our settled minister.
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Interweave

Interweave Continental is a membership organization actively
working to eml oppression based on sexual orientation and
gender identity, recognizing that we will not be free until all
oppression is a thing of the past. We are an affiliate organizatio
of the Unitarian Universalist Association. We value and affirm
the lives and eperience of Queer people of faith of all ages,
races, ethnicities, income levels, and abilities. By providing and
supporting leadership, and working in collaboration with other
organizations of similar vision, we strive to connect and nurture
all Queer indviduals, communities, groups, and their allies.

SHAAG /SHAAFT
Bill Blymiller

The SHAAG (Secularistiumanist, Atheist, Agnostic [and Free
Thinker] Group) now meets on tlsecond and fourth
Wednesdaysof each month to discuss topics of interest from a
primarily nontheistic point of view.I say primarily, because the
discussions range freely and manyfetiént flavors of "Free
Thinking" display themselvesGo the Church website and
follow the SHAAG link to get more information and links to
download the discussion materia@ontact Bill Blymiller for
questions abill@blymiller.comor 813-9886551. The

The local UUCT Chapter of Interweave will announce their nextdiscussions are always open and new people come and go all the

meeting during Sunday services. Please see the Order of Servi
for details orquestions can be directedMtagda Santas

d

Friendship Dinners
Martha Robinson

The October Friendisp Dinner was held October 1t Faye
and Tom Turkd s h o me It was a gkeat evening with
manynew faces, great food and greanversatio! Many

thanks to Faye and Toms always, it was a great evening.

The signrup sheet for the November dinner, whigill be held

at Ly n nshéhe orNowember £pis posted in the foyer
of the church, or call Martha Robinson (813/985/7) to sign

up if you cait make it to church to put your name on the list.
After you sign up Lynn will call you to confirm what you will be
bringing to the dinner and give you directions if needed.

Bud Clough and | will be looking forward to seeing you at our
homefor a December dinner on th& But if anyone else would
like to hostan additional dinner please let me know. | am also
looking for anyone who would like to hios dinner in the future
months(January, February, Marchpril, May, June, etc.)If

you would like to be a host, please call Martha Robinson-(985
47770r emailmrobins7 @verizon.ngtKeep in mind that there
may be a special occasion you would ligecelebrate with

fellow UUers.The Friendship Dinner is a great way to have
friends with ya for those special occasiof® those people
who are new to the area and UU@Twould be great if you

time. We would love to have you visit to see if it is something
you would be interested in.

d

Walk in the Park
Patricia McCracken

A group of UUs mekat Lettuce Lake Park Thursday mornings
at 8:30\ for a brisk walk on the paved path and good
conversation. To find the parking area and meeting place, take
the Lettuce Lake Parkway to the end. Turn left and then
immediately turn right into the parkingtloNVe will gather there
and begin the walk at 8:301. You are welcome to join us. For
more information, contact Patricia McCracken at-888-6453.

d
Engaging Our Theological Diversity
Bill Blymiller

We continue to meet on the second Monday of each month at
7:00rPm to discuss the report of the UUA's Commission on
Appraisal on the theological diversity in Unitarian
Universalism.You can check out theurrent month's topic by
going to the Church's websitevw.uutampa.or@nd following
the link to the report.

d

Your help is needed!

would sign up to attend a dinner. We are anxious to get to knowust a reminder, please help to clean the church.
you better and these dinners are a perfect way for us to meet yduhnis is not only needed on Building & Grounds

on a more personédvel with good food thrown intthe bargain.

The Dinners work like thisThey are usually held on th&2
Saturday of the montiut if that date does not fit into your busy
schedule you may chee a date more to your likinghe entée

is usually fixed by the host and the guestsdthe rest of the
meal, but that is not carved in stone. As mentioned before, our
host will contact you to find out what you would like to bring.
Hope to see you at tidovember and December dinners!

day, but also whenever
food is picked up and put away. Clean up all of
your dishes. Take the garbage out to the dumpster. Just these few
simple tips can help make sure thatwe hav@a€ t uar y t h
ready to use when we want to use it, and helps keep the grounds
looking beautiful!

youor e
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