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Minister’s Musings
Rev. Sara Zimmerman

Hello Everyone,

A song in Cabaret, the musical,
goes: "Money makes the world
go round, the world go round,
the world go round...."

Likewise, "Money makes the
church go round, the church go
round, the church go round..."

Some ministers don't like to talk about money. |
consider myself old fashioned about money, a child
of parents who lived through the Great Depression
and continued "scarcity behavior" for years
afterwards. We ate off the land, wore hand-me-
downs, then tore them apart and redesigned them
to fit the next child, and were carefully taught to pay
cash for everything.

In retrospect, | realize we were essentially
subsistence farmers. We were nourished on protein
from our own chickens that we raised in the back
half acre, and from wild game. No wonder those
squirrels are after me! (An obscure reference to my
sermon of 9/14/08).

We knew that my parents gave to the church, a
neighborhood United Church of Christ. My
parents gave as much as they could, and when
they recovered from the Depression through hard
work and good money management, they gave
more money to the church.

So maybe because my parents modeled it so well,
I don't mind giving to the church and I don't mind
talking about the church and money in the same
breath.

This church, the Unitarian Universalist Church of
Tampa, is very well managed. The Finance

Committee and the Board of Trustees are careful
stewards of the money that comes in from pledges,
the Sunday offering, and fundraisers.

Bill Blymiller, Board of Trustees Treasurer (newly
reelected for 2008-2009), provides pages of data at
every Board meeting. We know where every penny
of our $150,000 annual budget goes:

63% goes to salaries;

26% goes to keeping the physical plant running
and the costs of being a part of the UUA of
Congregations;

11% goes to committees, Religious Education,
campus ministry, and other community
involvement.

That's a rough outline. More specific information is
available -- request it from any Board member or
me.

As we move into the Stewardship Campaign, know
that the Finance Committee and the Board of
Trustees make careful decisions about the

money that the church receives from your pledges
and donations.

Their careful management motivates me

to pledge the max | can give to the 2008-2009
Stewardship Campaign. | hope you feel the
same way. Thank you.

Be Well, Be Happy,

Rev. Sara
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Follow your path..... Find your center

A preacher announced from the pulpit, "I have good news and
bad news. The good news is we have enough money to retire the
mortgage on the church.”

A sigh of relief went through the congregation.

The preacher continued: "The bad news is: the money is still in your
pocket."

As you hopefully know, we are now entering the time of year when we come together as a community and
pledge our monetary support for the UUCT for the upcoming year. We will kick off our stewardship campaign
with our Sunday brunch on October 5th following the service. Over the course of the following week, October
6-October 14, we will hold our cottage meetings.

If you are new to our church, you may be wondering what all this talk about pledges and cottage meetings is
about. The information below is a sample of the things we talk about at the meetings. In order for us to plan
for the upcoming year, it is important to have an idea of how much money we will have.

Our current 2008 budget is about $150,000 per year

Over 70% of our money comes in from stewardship pledges

7% comes into the Sunday basket

We raise 17% from fundraisers

The remaining 6% comes from rentals and other miscellaneous sources.

Our cottage meetings will be held at member’'s homes. The guests will hear each other’s stories about what
the UUCT means to them and the stewards will help you understand the finances of our church. We will
discuss the financial workings of the church and make our pledges that night. Our fiscal year is January
through December. So your pledges will begin in January, 2009.

To help you determine your “fair-share” pledge for 2009, we have included a worksheet to determine your
adjusted annual income and a suggested fair share giving guide.

Please take a moment to look at this information. Our hope is that these tools will be useful in helping make
your pledge decision.

Thank you,
Pat Benedict
Stewardship Committee member
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Suggested Fair-Share Giving Guide

Find your adjusted annual income in the table below. Decide the percent you wish to give, and read across to
see your suggested monthly and annual fair-share pledge.

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Levels 4

Adjusted
Annual |%Of |[Monthly |Annual | % Of |Monthly |Annual | % Of [Monthly | Annual | % Of [Monthly | Annual
Income [Income |Payment |Payment | Income |Payment |Payment | Income (Payment |Payment | Income |Payment | Payment

$10,000 | 2% $17 $200 3% $25 $300 5% $42 $500 10% $83 $1,000

$25,000 | 2% $42 $500 3% $63 $750 5% $104 $1,250 10% $208 $2,500

$50,000 | 3% $125 $1,500 | 4% $167 | $2,000 5% $208 $2,500 10% $417 $5,000

$75,000 | 3% $188 $2,250 | 4.5% $281 | $3,375 6% $375 $4,500 10% $625 $7,500

$100,000 | 3.5% $292 $3,500 5% $417 | $5,000 | 6.5% $542 $6,500 10% $833 $10,000

$150,000 | 3.5% $438 $5,250 5% $625 | $7,500 | 6.5% $813 $9,750 10% | $1,250 | $15,000

$200,000 | 49 $667 | $8,000 | 550 $917 |$11,000 | 7% $1,167 [$14,000 | 10% | $1,667 | $20,000

$300,000 | 5% $1,250 [$15,000 | 6% $1,500 [$18,000 | 8% $2,000 [$24,000 10% | $2,500 | $30,000

$400,000 | 6% $2,000 [$24,000 | 7% $2,333 [$28,000 | 8.5% $2,833 [$34,000 10% | $3,333 | $40,000

$500,000 | 7% $2,917 |$35,000 | 8% $3,333 [$40,000 | 9% $3,750 [$45,000 10% | $4,167 | $50,000

UUA TRUSTEE ) _
TIDBITS scenarios can be accurate. In either case both may
Joan Lund. October 2008 be useful and productive, but not always. There is

uneasiness involved in any change. People don’t
always know what to do with their feelings when
change occurs. Sometimes this plays out in
congregational life when congregants focus
misplaced anxiety on specific persons rather than
dealing with the real issues. Anxiety leads to non-
thinking so it is important to be calm, present, and
connected within the area of anxiety. It is important
to deal with anxiety and to treat all persons with
respect.

The fall winds, and the
political parties’ proclaiming
time for change has put me in
a frame of mind to write about
change, a constant force in our
personal and congregational lives. Does change
bring conflict, or does conflict bring change? Both
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(Trustee tidbits cont’d)

Anxiety may lead to conflict which arises when
there is a disturbance in one’s emotional being.
Several factors may contribute to this state such as
unresolved present or past family issues,
unexamined values and behavioral expectations,
different perceptions and understanding of another,
or an imbalance of pressures created by the
environment. We must remember each one of us
has some part of a truth associated with a current
problem, but rarely, if ever, does any one of us have
the whole or sole truth. Congregants need to speak
their truths, as well as listening to the truth of our
congregational friends and welcome, not fear our
UU diversity.

Leaders in the congregation must be competent,
informed, accountable, and in touch with
contemporary reality. They are the ones responsible
for the operations and health of the institution.
Congregational leaders need to be aware that
complaints are a sign of a perceived threat to the
stability of relationships and thus the congregation.
The leaders need to know how to assess what is
going on in the present as well as being able to
suggest avenues to explore to address the problems.
Direct communication is important and the
committee on ministry should not be expected to
solve problems with the minister or within the
congregation.

What should leaders of the congregation do when
unhealthy anxiety and/or conflict threatens? The
best thing is to ask for help before it gets to that
point. Even the slightest hint that something is not
right and your congregation might not be able to
resolve the issue by itself, the first person to contact
is our very competent District Executive, Rev. Kenn
Hurto.

As always | look forward to hearing from you at
jlund@uua.org or 813-931-9727. May your
congregation enjoy good health and relationships as
you work together now and in the future.
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MEET THE ARCHITECTS

Hoffman Architects, P.A., chosen by the UUCT
Architect Selection Committee to design and
oversee our RE building project and hired by
our Board, is a long-time Florida firm with offices in
the Tarpon Springs Historic District. Its primary
focus has been education, with more than 42
completed educational projects for public and
private schools in Pinellas, Pasco and Hernando
counties. However, Hoffman has also worked on
projects of all sizes for several area churches,
including renovation of the Tarpon Springs UU
church, as well as for other institutions, from
libraries and museums to medical offices.

Edward C. Hoffman, Jr., founded the corporation
in 1981. As the principal-in-charge architect, he
oversees all projects, and under his guidance the
group has won numerous awards. He has a
Master of Architecture degree from the University of
Florida and is a member of the American Institute
of Architects.

Todd J. Willsie, designer and senior project
manager, will be responsible for the design and
overall management of our project.

Todd also has a Master of Architecture from the
University of Florida. He has 19 years of
experience as an architect, 17 of those years with
Hoffman. His emphasis has been the design of
educational facilities, among them the award-
winning Leepa-Rattner Fine Arts Museum and M.M.
Bennett Library for the St. Petersburg Junior
College.

Erin Ellis will be the project manager, coordinator
and contact person for UUCT. With eleven years
experience, she has been with Hoffman for three
years and is in charge of data project
management for all projects of the firm. She has a
Master of Architecture degree from the University of
South Florida.

They’re ready to go when we are!
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REflections:
Katie Culbert, Director of Religious
Education for Children and Youth

Sunday, Sept. 14™ marked the opening of the
2008/2009 Religious Education program for children
and youth at the Unitarian Universalist Church of
Tampa. | am very excited about this year and our
focus on developing a UU through fun, challenging
and spirited activities. Our elementary and middle
school students will be receiving beads this year for
attendance, participation in UUCT activities, and for
being involved in peace and justice activities. Help
your child create a beautiful necklace of beads by
bringing them to church on a regular basis!!!

Each Sunday a Religious Education Committee
greeter will welcome parents on the porch of the
large dome. Parents are asked to sign their children
in or register them if they have not done so already.
Children will sit with their families for the first part
of service before being sung out to their classes in
the small dome. RE class ends at 12:15 p.m.; please
come to the small dome and pick up your child at
that time. We ask that you sign your child out each
time. Please remember, for the safety of our
children we do not allow them to leave the small
dome without an adult. Please share this
information with your child.

Thanks to Laurie Ennis, Cathy Burghardt, Phil
Compton, Rachel Weisman, and Randy Johnson,
our Unit One volunteer teachers! We are still in
need of MORE TEACHERS to sign up for a unit this
year. If you are interested, please see me for an
application.

There is an offering box in the small dome for
children and teachers who would like to make a
contribution to the plate each Sunday. Please write
your name on the envelope provided and place in
the box. It will be added to that Sunday’s
collection.

Please plan on staying after service on Sunday,
October 19" for a parents meeting in the small
dome. Food and childcare will be provided.
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Board Bytes
Mary Francis, Secreta
- ry ry
— |- A special congregational meeting
~— |/ =\ washeldon Sept. 7", date to update

~ members on the progress of our new

building. Ara Rogers spoke about the UUCT Planning
Committee, its role and responsibility to plan for using
the church property, existing buildings, and proposed
new buildings. Its current focus is:

¢ Building Design and Construction committees

for the proposed building
e Plans for the interior of the church
e The future use of the Church property

The architect committee finished the selection process
and a contract has been signed with Hoffman
Architecture,
http://www.hoffmanarchitects.net/Home.html. Todd
Willsie, architect, and Erin Ellis, project manager, were
introduced. Ms. Ellis laid out some milestones starting
with putting together a master plan followed by the
schematic design which will be more detailed.

Diana Stevens introduced the Building Design members:
e Tom Turke
e Rod Martin
e Ronnie Kirchheimer
e Diana Stevens

Diana Stevens explained that each phase of the new
building will require a vote by the congregation for
authorization.

The status of the new building, and the associated capital
campaign, will be discussed every month at
“Conversations with the Board”. “Conversations with
the Board” is held on the last Sunday of every month.

The Congregational meeting notes for September 7,
2008, are on the web site at
http://www.uutampa.org/pdf_docs/minutes_congregatio
nal_mtg_9 7 2008.pdf

If you would like more detailed Board of Trustee information,
please see the most recent copy of the approved Board
meeting minutes posted in a binder under the bulletin board in
the hallway, or ask any Board member.

The church’s web address is http://www.uutampa.org
The church’s email address is info@uutampa.org. This mailbox will be checked weekly.

Articles and other comments about the Domelight should be sent to: domelight@uutampa.org


http://www.hoffmanarchitects.net/Home.html
http://www.uutampa.org/pdf_docs/minutes_congregational_mtg_9_7_2008.pdf
http://www.uutampa.org/pdf_docs/minutes_congregational_mtg_9_7_2008.pdf

Circles In The Woods CUUPS
By Chris Hendrickx

Circles in the Woods CUUPS (Covenant of
Unitarian Universalist Pagans) is a committee
within the Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa.
While there is no cost for most of our events, love
donations to UUCT are greatly appreciated. All
money goes directly to UUCT.

Full Moon Celebrations We host Full Moon
Celebrations on the Saturday closest to the Full
Moon at 7:30PM followed by shared feasting. This
is an open family event, so yes, children are
welcome! However, childcare is not provided, so
parents are responsible for the care of their
children. Donations to help pay for the upkeep of
the property are welcome! First-time ritual
attendees, those interested in Wicca or Paganism,
and their families are welcomed and encouraged to
attend! You do not have to have ritual experience to
be part of the Celebration. We welcome all those
who come in Perfect Love and Perfect Trust!!
Upcoming Full Moon Celebration: Join Circles In
the Woods CUUPs as we welcome Circle of One
for a public ritual on October 11" at 7:30pm. Circle
of One is a group of accomplished practitioners
with many years of experience performing public
rituals. We are thrilled to welcome Circle of One
back to the Dome for a Third Harvest Ritual!

There is a second ritual in the month of
October!! There will be an ancestor honoring
ritual in the grove in back of the church on October
25" as part of the Witches Masquerade Ball. See
the Witches Masquerade article for more details.
Upcoming Classes: On October 6", Lord Sunfire
(aka Ollis Hughes) will lead a class on cauldron
magick (one of his favorite topics) following the
monthly business meeting at 7pm. The class should
begin at approximately 7:30pm. There is no cost
for the class; however, a love donation to UUCT is
greatly appreciated. All meetings and classes are
open to the public.
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RUUGS

Are you ready to gallivant? Below is the
Rambunctious Unitarian Universalist Gallivanters’ Great
Adventures schedule for the 2008-09 season. For more
information, call Pat Benedict (813-968-1418) or Beverly
Bethune (813-907-6730). All Adventures have been pre-
tested and
carry the P&B
Seal of
Approval.

Oct. 25: Tour
of the Tampa
Theater, 11:30
a.m. visit to the
historic theater
for an hour and a half guided tour, then lunch together at
a nearby restaurant. Cost of the tour: adults, $5;
children under 12 and Theater members, free.

Dec. 13: Bok Tower/Pinewood Estate Revisited—A
special repeat visit carpooling from church to the Lake
Wales Bok Sanctuary gardens and Mediterranean-style
1930s mansion on the National Register of Historic
Places. Central Florida designers will transform the
home into a holiday showcase with the theme “Once
Upon a Time, A Storybook Christmas.” The Singing
Tower’s 60-bell carillon will play traditional Christmas
music every half hour. There is a gift and garden shop
for holiday shopping, and a restaurant on site. Cost,
including admission to gardens and Pinewood tour:
adults, $18; children 5-12, $13; children under 5, free.

Jan. 17: Butterfly Rainforest
at the Florida Museum of
Natural History-- carpooling
from church to Gainesville,

%
\O$ FL, where we’ll visit the Butterfly

Rainforest, and lunch together
c* at the museum'’s
restaurant. Cost: adults, $8.50
for Florida residents, seniors (62+ w/ID), $6.50; college
students Florida schools only, 18+ w/ID), $6.50; students

=
o -
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(13-17), $6.50; youths (3-12), $4.50; toddlers (under 3),
free.

March 7: Puccini’s “Madame Butterfly” by
Metropolitan Opera at a live digital telecast of at Citrus
Park Mall Multiplex—Saturday, 1 p.m. The Met’s live
telecasts of some of their Saturday opera productions to
selected cities have proved so popular;

they’ve increased the number to ten this year and
extended the presentations to cities around the world. If
you’ve never seen an opera or thought you didn’t like
opera, this one will change your mind. You'll see

the production up close and personal with interviews
with conductors and directors at intermissions. The
English subtitles are readable and complete, the images
clear, the music glorious. “Butterfly” is an all-time
audience favorite. Cristina Gallardo-Domas will star in
the title role opposite Marcello Giordani. Cost: $20.

May 9: St.Petersbhurg Downtown Arts Association
Second Saturday Gallery Walk —Saturday, The
galleries of the St. Pete DAA have extended hours on
the second Saturday each month; some venues

have special events, some serve refreshments. Free
and open to the public. We’'ll separate to visit galleries of
our choice, and then meet at a downtown restaurant for
dinner.

Care Committee Welcomes New Members

October 2008

Annual Witches

Masquerade Ball!!
= ctober 25th

Mary Francis

= Join this fun-filled evening, where you may see

E ghost, ghouls, gypsies, pirates, witches — anything
= goes! Festivities will begin at 6 pm with dinner, a
potato bar with chili and salad to be washed down
with a double, bubble, toil, and trouble beverage. Visit
the village bookstore, sweet shop, wand shop, tarot
or rune reading, and drop in for a spell at the
Witches Attic. Tour the Fun House, get a face
painting, and have your photo taken in the gazebo.
At 8pm, you may want to cross the Forbidden
Forest to join the Ancestor Honoring Ritual. There
will be some great prizes for the best costumes! After
that we will dance to the tunes of the spin master.
" With such amazing attractions, this will be the best
Witches Masquerade yet!!

Entrance fee is $5 and other fees will be priced
reasonable to ensure you are fully entertained.

Waitch for more details on the web site at
www.uutampa.org and look for our flyers!
Volunteer opportunities are available — contact
Mary at gldnpuma@earthlink.net or call 813-684-

By Suzie Siegel
The Care Committee has two
new members, Eli Mathews and

8026.

Marjorie Acker, who joined at a -

recent meeting to discuss efforts to help congregation

members in need. Our activities range from sending a

card to someone who expresses a concern during the
church service to finding a ride for someone with a

doctor's appointment to setting up a visiting schedule for

someone who is hospitalized. For more information,

please contact Joyce Formica, chair of the committee.

d

YOUR PLEDGE
October starts the third quarter of the UUCT 2008
fiscal year, an opportune time to review your
financial commitment in support of the ministry at
UUCT. If you have lost track of what you had
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pledged for 2008 or what you have contributed to secretary (988-1907), and I will print a current
date, you can contact me, Joyce Formica pledge contribution statement and mail it to you.

Show Us Your Support Today
Help make UUCT'’s first online auction a success!

If you run your mouse over the icons to the right below, your computer will give you instructions on

how to travel to the links listed.

Beginning on September 23, 2008, the Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa will be

holding an to raise much needed funds.

We need your support!
We're asking you to participate in one of the following ways...

How You Can Help:

Donate.
We need Auction items to add to our catalog. If you have valuable merchandise, rare
collectibles, business or personal services or access to unique events, we need your

contribution today. Click here to

Tell Your Friends|.

Do you know someone who would be interested in supporting our cause? Please share
the news of the online auction with your friends so they can be part of the excitement.
IRefer a Friend| to our auction so they can get involved.

Thank you in advance for your continued support! We look forward to your item donation
and online bids!

Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa

[11400 Morris Bridge Road Tampa, FL 33637

Ph: |813-988-8188

A New Arrival

Siobhan and Steve Herkert have welcomed a son, Keegan Neville, to their family.

Mother, father, sister Kieran and grandmother Cay Cahalin are all doing fine.

m Donate an item|

E]

@
@ IRefer Friends|
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Calendar of weekly events at UUCT
SUNDAY

9:45AM Green Group

11AM  Sunday Service

11AM (Grades 1-12) Youth R.E. (Small Dome)
11AM  Child Care for babies in the Nursery

THURSDAYS
8:30AM Nature Walk in the Park
(info: 813-988-6453)

Calendar of October Events

Below is a listing of recurring and special events not
highlighted elsewhere in Domelight. For a complete
listing of events, visit the calendar at www.uutampa.org
Where you can click on events to pull up additional
information for each listing.

Monday, Sept. 29: 5-6:30 p.m., Qigong Level 1

7 p.m. First meeting of the New Social Action
Committee

Tuesday, Sept.30,5:30pm, Lifespan RE: Zen Meditation

Wednesday, Oct. 1: 7pm Choir Rehearsal
7pm Tibetan Buddhist Meditation

Thursday, Oct. 2: 8:30amWalk in the Park
7pmAdult RE: Building Your Own Theology

Sunday, Oct. 5: noon, Stewardship Campaign Kick-off
Brunch

Monday, Oct. 6: 5-6:30 p.m., Qigong Level 1

7pm Small Group Ministry

7-9 p.m., CUUPS meeting, class

Tuesday, Oct. 7:
5:30pmLifespan RE: Zen Meditation
7pm Worship Committee

Wednesday, Oct. 8:

7pmChoir Rehearsal

TPmMSHAAG

7pmTibetan Buddhist Meditation

Thursday, Oct. 9:

7pmAdult RE: Building Your Own Theology
Saturday, Oct. 11:

9amBuildings & Grounds Workday

October 2008

7:30pmCUUPS Full Moon Celebration

Monday, Oct. 13
5 p.m. Qigong Level 1
7pmFinance Committee

Tuesday, Oct. 14:
5:30pmLifespan RE: Zen Meditation
7 p.m. Small Group Ministry

Wednesday, Oct. 15:

7pm Choir Rehearsal

7pmTibetan Buddhist Meditation

7pm Adult Religious Education meeting
Thursday, Oct. 16: 6pmUUCT Board Meeting

Monday, Oct. 20: 5 p.m. Qigong Level 1
Tuesday, Oct. 21: 5:30pmLifespan RE: Zen Meditation

Wednesday, Oct. 22: 7pmChoir Rehearsal
TpPmSHAAG
7pmTibetan Buddhist Meditation

Thursday, Oct. 23:
8:30 amWalk in the Park
8pm Concert, Michael Smith

Saturday, Oct. 25:

6 pm-1 am Witches Masquerade

This is a fun-filled event for children and adults,
featuring games, food, fun house, prizes for costumes,
dancing, etc.

Monday, Oct. 27:

5 p.m. Qigong Level 1

6:30 pm HOPE anniversary convention
6:45 pm, Small Group Ministry, Genealogy

Tuesday, Oct. 28:
5:30pmLifespan RE: Zen Meditation
7 pm Small Group Ministry: Women’s Spirituality

Wednesday, Oct. 29: 7pm Choir Rehearsal
7pmTibetan Buddhist Meditation

Thursday, Oct. 30:
8:30 amWalk in the Park
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A Month of Sundays at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa

Please Note: All Sunday Services start at 11:00 AM and are led by Rev. Sara Zimmerman unless otherwise noted.
Sunday, October 5. Generosity

In this "sermon on the amount" as it is sometimes humorously called, Rev. Zimmerman will reflect on the subject of
generosity and, more specifically, on reasons to give to this church. Warning: She may also sing and attempt to do a soft
shoe routine to a Broadway tune or two on the subject of generosity.

Today marks the kickoff of our annual Stewardship Campaign, with a special lunch following the service.

Sunday, October 12. Standing on the Side of Love

In response to the proposed Florida marriage amendment scheduled to be voted on in the November election, in this
worship service, Rev. Zimmerman will be joined by others to speak out against what they view as a punitive and
discriminatory proposal.

Sunday, October 19. Music Sunday

Twice a year, our congregation showcases its talent in a mostly musical worship service.

If you attend our services and would like to participate, please inform Dan Miller or another member of the Music
Committee before October 5.

Sunday, October 26. Intergenerational Service: Halloween Masks

On this Sunday that follows the Masquerade Ball, the sanctuary will still be decorated and the ambiance will lend itself to a

discussion of our very common human desire to become someone else for just a few hours. Rev. Zimmerman will draw
from world literature in a reflection on masks in other cultures and traditions.

Want to get this by US mail? Need to contact the church? All the info is on page 3!
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