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Ministerôs Musings 
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Hello Everyone, 

 

This week in late August I 

was interviewed by the 

Tampa Bay blogger who 

has committed himself to 

checking out ñ52 Relig-

ions in 52 Weeks.ò  You can easily find his blog 

online.  He visited our congregation on a recent Sun-

day and came by for the interview a few days later.  

John Hummel is his name. 

John asked me a set of questions he is asking of all 

the clergy and lay leaders he is interviewing.  The 

last question was something like this:  ñIn a few 

words, how would you sum up your religion?ò  

Thatôs an impossible task, especially so since our 

church history incorporates two religious faiths and 

thousands of years of history.  So I eventually de-

cided to approach the task as if it were a Zen koan, a 

kind of riddle.  The best approach to a koan is 

through a non-thinking, intuitive mode.  

But at first, I thought for a moment about all the 

phrases I could say to try and sum up Unitarian Uni-

versalism in a few words, and I thought about what 

other UUs would expect me to say.  Good, solid UU 

phrases, such as ñStand on the side of Love.ò  

ñAffirm and promote the worth and dignity of every 

person.ò   

But after I decided to approach his last question intui-

tively, instead of answering it with a well-known 

phrase, I answered, ñWatch the water.ò   

ñBeg pardon,ò John said, looking startled, like either 

he had misheard or I was losing it. 

ñWatch the water,ò I said again, thinking I could just 

as easily have said, ñListen to the birds.ò 

ñWhat do you mean?ò  John asked.  

ñI mean to tell you something about how I live  

my life as a Unitarian Universalist.  I have the 

 good fortune of living next to a pond.  Coinci- 

 

 

 

dentally, some of the early 19th century Unitarians 

who were called Transcendentalists, like Ralph Waldo 

Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, and Margaret Fuller, 

also spent a lot of their time near ponds there in the 

Concord, Massachusetts area.  Ole Henry David liked 

watching the water of Walden Pond a lot.ò 

John nodded, and I think my unexpected phrase 

ñwatch the waterò was starting to make sense to him. 

I went on to explain that I figure I spend about an hour 

a day watching my pond, or I would if I had the time.  

Itôs like the whole of nature lives in that pond, or 

above the pond, or on its banks:  Turtles, egrets, alli-

gators, otters, kingfishers, herons, sandhill cranes, and 

those fish that jump out of the water and make a 

splash.     

John still looked a little puzzled, and so I went on 

about how this experience of nature is an experience 

of the interdependence of everything that is.  ñThat 

interdependence is the concept behind our Seventh 

Principle,ò I told him.  ñWe affirm and promote the 

interdependent web of all existence of which we are a 

part.ò 

And, now, come to think of it, speaking of water, our 

Water Communion service is coming up on Sunday, 

September 13.  If you forget to bring your little vial of 

special water that symbolizes an important body of 

water, we will provide substitute water for you.  As 

you pour your water into the great bowl, there will be 

time for one representative of each family or couple to 

say a few words about the special place that this water 

represents. 

 

See you at church! 

Rev. Dr. Sara                   
revsaraz@aol.com,  
 
 

September 2009 

mailto:revsaraz@aol.com
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Circles In The Woods CUUPS  
By Chris Hendrickx  

 

Circles in the Woods CUUPS (Covenant 

of Unitarian Universalist Pagans) is a 

committee within the Unitarian Universal-

ist Church of Tampa. 

 

Full Moon Celebration: 
Join members and friends of Circles In the Woods CUUPS 

for our Full Moon Celebration on September 5th at 7:30pm. 

We welcome Mystic Grove from Orlando as they present 

their first ritual at UUCT.  Mystic Grove is associated with 

the First Unitarian Church of Orlando, and we are very ex-

cited to host them in Tampa.  This ritual will be in the Norse 

tradition and honors the deity Mani who is associated with 

the Moon. 

 

This is an open family event, so yes, children are welcome! 

However, childcare is not provided. Donations to help pay 

for the upkeep of the property are welcome! First-time ritual 

attendees, those interested in Wicca or Paganism, and their 

families are welcomed and encouraged to attend. You do not 

have to have ritual experience to be part of the Celebration. 

We welcome all those who come in Perfect Love and Per-

fect Trust!!  

 

Classes: There is no meeting or class this month due to 

the Labor Day Weekend holiday. 

 

Events:  Itôs that time again!!  The Witches Masquerade 
Ball is just around the corner! The theme for the 5th Annual 

Ball will be Harry Potter in honor of the movie Half Blood 

Prince that was released in July.  Come to the planning 

meeting on September 13th after Sunday service to learn 

more.  We need volunteers for several key items including 

the following: bakers to make sweets for the sweet shop, 

setup crew (on Friday, October 23rd and Saturday, October 

24th), tear-down / clean up on Sunday, October 25th after 

Sunday service, and many other tasks.  For more informa-

tion on the Witches Masquerade Ball or to volunteer, con-

tact Mary Francis at gldnpuma@earthlink.net or 813-684-

8026. 

Circles in the Woods CUUPS (Covenant of Unitarian Uni-

versalist Pagans) is a committee within the Unitarian Uni-

versalist Church of Tampa. 

 

 

  

 

Board Bytes  
By Mary Francis 

 

The Board of Trustees will have 

official changes of members on 

Sept. 1. Departing members are 

Ralph Lehman, Russ Patterson, 

and Tempie Taudte.  

Nicole Drelles and Tom Raffel 

will become new BOT members 

on Sept. 1. Due to a resignation, the BOT is currently con-

sidering candidates for an appointed position to the Board. 

Be sure to take time to thank members who are leaving for 

their hard work over the past three years and give congratu-

lations to our new BOT members. 

 

By now everyone should be aware of the condo for sale. Ed 

Benedict has included details of this bequest in his Presi-

dentôs Desk column in this issue. 

 

We need several committee chairs that need to be filled. If 

you have interest and time, please consider serving our 

church. The rewards can be very fulfilling. Check the web 

site for current committee chairs and vacancies. 

These are just a few of the BOT activities. If you would like 

more detailed Board of Trustees information, join us the last 

Sunday of every month for ñConversations with the Boardò  

or check out the most recent copy of the approved Board 

meeting minutes posted in a binder on the bulletin board in 

the hallway, or ask any Board member.  Board of Trustee 

members at this writing are: 

 

       Ed Benedict, president 

       Tempie Taudte, vice president 

       Bill Blymiller, treasurer 

        Mary Francis, secretary 

       Rom Delacroix 

       Kathy Hunter 

       Ralph Lehman 

       Russell Patterson 

       Diana Stevens 

 

mailto:gldnpuma@earthlink.net
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE  
By Ara Rogers 

 

We have raised $297,962 as of this writing towards 

the construction of our multipurpose building. We are 

so close to triggering the next level of the challenge 

gift: at $300,000, we will automatically receive an 

extra $15,000! 

 

We plan to continue to reach out to folks to help us 

reach our goal over the next couple of months in 

hopes that we can raise enough to secure financing 

that will not overtax our operating budget.   Just a few 

thousand dollars more will put UUA financing in 

reach for us. 

 

Itôs time to get creative. If you are reading this article, 

you can help us attain our dream! Here are some crea-

tive ways some members are raising funds for the 

campaign: 

¶ Taking Social Security early; 

¶ Asking family and friends to give a gift in your 

name to the capital campaign; 

¶ Setting aside a dayôs worth of lunch or coffee 
money each week; 

Devoting extra income from second jobs, odd jobs or 

investment earnings, to the campaign. 

 

At the same time, work continues on evaluating how 

we can build less expensively. Fran Davin and Tom 

Raffel have been working with modular/prefabricated 

companies; our Building Design Committee (Diana 

Stevens, Ronnie Kirschheimer, Rod Martin and Tom 

Turke) have been talking with our architect about 

ways to reduce the cost of construction.  Now we are 

working on evaluating these options and coming up 

with a recommendation to present to the congregation. 

 

We will be using the September Conversations with 

the Board time on the last Sunday of the month (Sept 

27) to present our findings and solicit your opinions 

about what we are doing.  Please plan to attend! 

Pull Your Weight  
by Rod Martin  

 

    It is time to start thinking about this 

yearôs Stewardship Campaign.  Our goal this 

year is to ask every person to raise their 

pledge by 5% or more.  We need to provide 

funding to our church and show how impor-

tant our community really is.  Where else 

could we find the variety of programs pro-

vided by the Church and the diversity of be-

liefs among our members and friends?  

 

    It is time to start thinking about Cottage 

Meetings and to make a real commitment to 

show up.  Look over the following list of 

meetings and decide which date you will 

commit to.  Email me in advance if you like; 

the sooner the better.  We will also have a 

signup sheet at the Church during the first 

three Sundays of September.  

 

Wednesday, Oct. 7, 6:30 ï 8:30,  

 Joan Lund & Gene Pizzo   

  

Friday, Oct. 9, 6:30 ï 8:30, pm  

Harriet & Bill Blymiller   

   

Sunday, Oct. 11, 6:30 ï 8:30 pm,  

Reverend Sara Zimmerman  

 

Tuesday, Oct.13, 6:30 ï 8:30p pm,  

Diana Stevens & Grant Wilson  

 

Thursday, Oct. 15, 6:30 ï 8:30 pm,  

Candy Gale & Russell Patterson  

 

Saturday, Oct. 17, 6:30 ï 8:30 pm  

Pam Betts & Rod Martin   
   

    It is time to start thinking about the Kick -

off Luncheon.  A meal will be served after 

the Sunday service on Oct. 4 th  in apprecia-

tion of the stewardship we all provide in so 

many different ways.  Letôs come together 

and celebrate what weôve created together.  

Contact the Stewardship Campaign Chair-

man Rod Martin to sign up or to offer com-

ments and questions. Email -  pamandrod 

@verizon.net ; phone ï 8132381642.  

mailto:pamandrod@verizon.net
mailto:pamandrod@verizon.net
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R.E. flections  

By Katie Culbert  

Director of Religious Education 

 
Beginning on Sept. 20th the UUCT Religious 

Education program for children and youth 

will begin using the NEW Unitarian Universalist Association 

curriculum, Tapestry of Faith.  The four outcomes of the 

Tapestry of Faith program are UU Identity, Spiritual growth, 

Ethical development, and Faith development.   

   

We envision children, youth, and adults who:  

 

Know they are lovable beings of infinite worth, imbued with 

powers of the soul, and obligated to use their gifts, talents, 

and potentials in the service of life; 

 

Affirm that they are part of a Unitarian Universalist religious 

heritage and community of faith that has value and provides 

resources for living; 

 

Accept that they are responsible for the stewardship and 

creative transformation of their religious heritage and com-

munity of faith; 

 

Realize that they are moral agents, capable of making a dif-

ference in the lives of other people, challenging structures of 

social and political oppression, promoting the health and 

wellbeing of the planet, acting in the service of diversity, 

justice and compassion; 

 

Appreciate the value of spiritual practice as a means of deep-

ening faith and integrating beliefs and values with everyday 

life; 

 

Experience hope, joy, mystery, healing, and personal trans-

formation in the midst of lifeôs challenges. 

 
The Tapestry of Faith curriculum can be viewed at http://

www.uua.org/religiouseducation/curricula/tapestryfaith/  

September RE Calendar  

Sept. 13: Multigenerational Worship ï Water Com-

munion (Please bring a small amount of water from 

your summer experience to share with the congrega-

tion in celebration of community.)  

Sept. 20 Open House , learn more about Tapestry of 

Faith and register children for RE. Small Dome 

open from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.   

Sept. 21: First day of RE classes and youth group 

FROM THE  

PRESIDENTõS DESK 

 

   By now most of you are aware 

that our Church is involved in the 

sale of a Condo.  Earlier this year a 

notice began to appear in our Or-

der of Service, titled ñCondo for Saleò, and on our web 

site.  While not listing many details, the ad indicated that 

the Church may receive some money for the sale of the 

condo.  The matter of the condo has been a part of our 

Board of Trustees (BOT) discussions for some time, 

specifically since April 2008.  At that time, the BOT 

learned that a past member Ada Villabol had died and 

her home in the Place One Condo Complex to our 

Church.  Ada intentionally omitted her two daughters 

from her will. 

    The BOT is publishing separately a chronology of the 

events of its involvement with the condo for those inter-

ested in the complete history.  It is an understatement to 

say that this has been a very trying and lengthy affair.    

In May of 2008, the BOT decided to accept the gift of 

the condo, acknowledging the need to honor Adaôs 

wishes and fulfill the BOTôs financial responsibility to 

the Church.  Many months later we have reached the 

current situation where the court has declared that the 

Church is the rightful recipient of Adaôs property, whose 

value in today declining market may soon become less 

than the debts against it.  In other words, the Church 

may not benefit financially from this affair, but we will 

have learned some very valuable lessons. 

    Including the Church in your will is always a good 

thing and greatly appreciated.  Our current Endowment 

Fund, which is in excess of $40,000.00, is the direct re-

sult of cash bequeaths from past members.  What you 

wish to leave to the Church is your choice.  I would not 

like to give anyone the impression that leaving the 

Church property is a bad idea.  Just consider first, how 

quickly your gift can be converted to cash.  Liquidity is 

one of those words which is quickly becoming music to 

my ears. 

    And my final thought to leave you with is please re-

member we have a condo on the market, with a sale 

price recently reduced to $25,000.00, for quick sale.  It 

really is a good deal!   
 

 

Ed Benedict  
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Domelight is published monthly by: 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa 

11400 Morris Bridge Rd 

Tampa, FL 33637-1902 

(813)988-8188 

Download from http://www.uutampa.org  free of charge. 

For a 1 year subscription by mail, please make a $15.00 

donation to the church office. Mark it DOMELIGHT 

SUBSCRIPTION. Domelight deadline is generally the Sun-

day closest to the 15th of each month. Articles may be sub-

mitted by e-mail to Domelight@uutampa.org Submissions 

should include a contact name and phone number.  Edi-

tor: Liz Bleau 

 
 

GREEN GROUP 

By Tom Krumreich    

Well, August was hot and slow with little attendance for 

Green Group, which I understand is the classic UU pattern, 

but we did have Matt Devlerie from Green Peace appear and 

a few people showed up. 

  

I decided to hold off inviting any more until I had a greater 

degree of confidence that people would show. So, to that end 

I thought it would be a good idea to simply ask what people 

believe would attract them to coming. 

  

I plan to consult with Robin, Susan and Ron about what 

questions to ask, but any ideas you have would be greatly 

appreciated. It could be anything from when we meet, where 

we meet, content of our discussions, etc.  Once we put some-

thing together Iôll post it on our Yahoo discussion group and 

see if we can pass it out as an insert in the order of service. 

  

You can email me at: tomontheriver@yahoo.com . Green 

Group is an evolving entity, so donôt be shy about express-

ing your opinions. We are here to serve and educate you on 

all things green and about living sustainably. 

  

UCT Green Group is an adult RE group formed to promote 

sustainable living within our congregation and the commu-

nity at large.   We meet, weather depending, in the gazebo or 

in the large or small domes each Sunday from 9:45AM to 

10:45AM. You do not have to be a member of our congrega-

tion to join and we have a discussion group on Yahoo 

Groups-UUCT Green Group.  

   

HOPE Happenings 
 

Iôd like to thank all of you who participated in HOPEôs 

2009 Investment Drive (see the list in the hallway by the 

nursery) and Iôd like to share why I invest in HOPE. 

I give to many organizations that help people, but HOPE is 

unique among these. HOPEôs goal is to change the systems 

that are unjust, going beyond putting a band-aid on the im-

mediate problem. 

 

The parable of HOPE tells of a great city with a river run-

ning through it. Everyday people were found in the river 

calling for help. Some of these people were rescued and 

brought to land, but others were swept out to sea and 

drowned. After working long and hard to help these people 

recover, the rescuers were exhausted. One day, the people 

doing the rescue work held a meeting. Someone said, ñThe 

work we are doing is good and we have helped many peo-

ple. But, it will be an endless task until we go upstream and 

find out why people are falling in.ò 

I have seen the progress we can make by joining with other 

congregations to create change in our community. I feel 

good about working alongside leaders from other HOPE 

congregations to meet with decision-makers to develop so-

lutions. 

 

 We all have unique skills and interests. Please consider 

how you can best contribute yours to make systemic change 

for justice and equality in our local community! 

Many of us  have done our part by participating in the In-

vestment Drive, now, as we move into the Listening Proc-

ess, consider how you can give of your time and talents to 

carry out justice work! 

The main dates for our Listening Process are: (locations to 

be announced later)   

Mark your calendars now! 

 

Å Monday, September 14th at 6:30 pm:  Listening & 

Building Team Training 

Å Monday, October 26th at 6:30 pm:  Team Assembly, 

final reporting on listening process & approval of Conven-

tion reports regarding prioritized community concerns, vot-

ing process, and nominations for executive officers. 

Å Monday, November 9th at 6:30 pm:  Annual Convention 

 

HOPE has a new website, http://hillsboroughhope.org/

index.html  created by one of our members. Please check it 

out and give your suggestions to improve it to Sharon 

Streater, 813-221-4673. 

http://www.uutampa.org/
mailto:Domelight@uutampa.org
http://us.mc1114.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=tomontheriver@yahoo.com
http://hillsboroughhope.org/index.html
http://hillsboroughhope.org/index.html
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MINISTRY OF CARE 

The Care Committee strives to assist members and 

their families, when they are ill, bereaved, or feeling 

isolated.  To lend a helping hand it is important that the 

minister and Care Committee chairperson be informed 

about those facing health challenges or other serious 

situations.  If you know of someone in our congrega-

tion that is in need of help, please share that informa-

tion. We are, after all, a caring community. 

AUCTION GOODIES PILING UP 

(literally)  

By Suzie Siegel 

 

    Do we have a deal for you.  

   My co-conspirators and I are amassing a lot of great 

stuff for the Nov. 15 auction. Look how it has taken over 

my dining room ï please don't report me to Niecy Nash on 

ñClean House.ò We've got designer purses, shoes and 

clothes; mounds of jewelry; a computer desk; a peacock-

colored stuffed chair; a white storage cabinet that fits over 

the toilet tank; a herd of vacuum cleaners; travel bags for 

cats or small dogs; CDs and DVDs; baskets; chairs; a 

toothbrush sanitizer; and who knows what else. 

    But we want more, more, more!  At any time, you can 

give stuff to me, Judy Lehman or Harriet Blymiller. Tell 

us about the bigger items, but don't drop them off until 

Nov. 14, the Saturday before the auction from 10 a.m. to 3 

p.m. Youôre also welcome to come by then to buy or bid 

early. 

      Donated services are the best!  We love donated ser-

vices, such as yard cleanup, ironing, baby or pet sitting, 

dance lessons, a special dinner or all of these things in one 

exhausting day. We also welcome gift certificates to local 

businesses, such as a restaurant or massage therapist. If 

you have something like that to donate, please tell me as 

soon as you know.  

   In addition to the live auction, there will be a silent auc-

tion; stuff available for a fixed price; and a low-priced 

rummage sale, and a table for children to purchase low-

cost items. On Nov. 1 and 8, we will put out some things.  

 

Treasures collected for the UUCT auction are accu-

mulating in the home of Suzie Siegel. Plan on attend-

ing the auction Nov. 15 and get your good stuff. 

So those who canôt come Nov. 15 can still buy or bid. 

In fact, contact me any time that you'd like to buy 

something or offer an early bid.         

    The auction raises money to keep the church run-

ning. But it's also a great way to recycle. The people 

who buy your stuff don't need to buy new stuff. We 

can be green...while shopping! 

     Nov. 15 is my birthday and I hope youôll help me 

celebrate by  staying after church for the auction. The 

Young Adult Group will serve food. Heather Roy 

and Bill Blymiller will the be auctioneers again. 

Donôt miss the show! 

Marion County Travel Fundraiser  
 

The UU Fellowship of Marion County has 

several European trips planned, with the 

church receiving money if enough trips are 

booked. For more information on the trips, 

visit www.uufmc.org, click on travel, or call 

800 393-8728. 


